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Forword  
 

Perhaps I am Lighting Ancestral Lamps  

primarily to satisfy my own personal desires.  

 

As a small boy, I used to pull my chair close  

to that of my father's or cuddle on his lap and  

listen to his well - told tales of ñhand- me- downs"  

about his people. Then, as I grew older, I began  

to realize that I possessed a great family herit -  

age.  

 

The Bunns, Haz(z)ards,  Hyatts, Seelys, as  

well a s my maternal ancestors, the Bowers,  

Browns, Ulrichs ,  and Brumbaughs are names of  

old and respected American families. The spark  

of interest continued these many years, as I  

tried to learn  more abou t my people.  

 

I shall now record, at least in fragmentary  

form, a limited history and genealogy of my  

direct ancestry. Admittedly, parts of the re -  

cording delve so far into the dim past that it has  

little practical value. Nevertheless, I am certain  

that this register satisfyôs a laudable and harm-  

less curiosity  -  at least, for me.  

 

It is my hope that this recording will also  

serve as a kind of inspirational ancestral me -  

morial. Lighting Ancestral Lamps is dedicated  

to that vast number of direct ancestors who,  

over the centuries, proudly bore the name, Bunn,  

or that of a related family through marriage, in  

Europe, the British Isles, and America.  

 

William Benton Bunn 
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CHAPTER I 
 

An Introduction Our Name  
 

Do you remember on e of the very first things  you  learned? Perhaps  you 

have forgotten . Doubtless, it was your name ! It became the symbol  of t hat 

you have become, or w ill yet become.  

 

Your surname came from th e family line; anoth er name or two  were  added as 

a given name.  

 

Your name is one of the most valuable possessions. It represents  what you 

and I stand or fall for. It is con nected with us while we live.  Loving 

hearts will probably h ave it carved upon our tombstones.  

 

Since our names are very important, let's ponder over our name for  a few 

min utes. According to the Bible, "A good name is rather to be  chosen than 

great riches." This evidently means that the piling up of  rich es at the 

expense of one's good name is a poor bargain.  

 

Speaking from experience, our parents are usually concerned when  their 

children begin to "go out in  society". Many a time the writer 's  father 

admonished him, as h e left the hearthside of his home to return  to 

school, with words such as, 'Son, do not brin g dishonor  to  your  name.  

Remember you are a Bunn." In this modern day such a  comment would  

probably date a parent as belonging to that  of a  past  generation  or, 

Per haps, classify him as being severe --  maybe even  Puritanis tic. 

Never theless it was sage adv ice and served as a "power of suggestion" for  

the offspring to remember when temptations came along.  

 

Just as reputa tion is the shadow of character,  so our names become  the 

sha dows of our personal honor.  

 

What our ances tors made or u nmade of themselves was not only re flected on  

their lives, bu t has carried forward to the lives of futu re  generations. 

How thankful those of Our Name can be w hen  th e researcher  untangles the 

back - lashes of the dim  past, and as yet finds a clean,  honorable, and 

good name. A study of  numerous past generations soon  discloses that our 

direct ancestors never had great  riches. On  the other  hand, abundant 

proof has be en found over the centuries that the  bearers  of ou r Name 

possessed charac ter an d a respect for their name.  

 

The people of our n ame can rightly  be classified  as Abraham Lincoln  

classified his people in his autobiography when  he said, "My recent  

ancestors ar e fr om substantial, but not from families with brilliant  

records. They belong to the masses. Nevertheless' they were the kind  that 

chiseled out America." /1  
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Daniel Webster proudly commented about those of his name. We can  do 

likewise about ours. Said Webster, "There is a moral and philosophical 

respect for our ancestors which elevates the character and  improves the 

heart."  

 

Probably these kind words could not have been truthfully said about  the 

fo r bearers of our Name if til e had not held the name of names  above all -  

the name of  Christ Jesus. None  has  ever  touched  the  heights  of living as 

did he. Those of our name had  a profound  belief in  Christian  religious 

worship lon g before they came to America. Several of them  were crus aders 

in the l3th  century. The religious trait has continuously  carried down 

throu gh the numerous generations. It spearheaded the  motive to live up to 

ñOur Name."  

 

Not many months ago, a poor beaten, whipped man went to a mission  on 

Madison Street in Chica go. A few days later some of his old pals,  asked 

him where he had been staying lately. He replied, ñI've been over  to the 

mission. Now, I have a new name to live up to."  

 

The poem entitled, "The Men of America" seems quite fitting with  which to 

concl ude this introduction. It is filled with the l anguage of a  stockman. 

But since many of Our Name are farmers, or closely asso ciated with 

farming and stock raising, all will  understand  the admonishment of the 

poet toward continuing and improving our name,  

 

To the Men of America  /2  

 

You talk of your breed of cattle,  

   And plan for a higher strain,  

You double th e food of the pasture,  

   You heap up the measure of grain;  

You draw on the wits of the nation,  

   To better the barn and the pen;  

But what are you doi ng my brothers,  

   To better the breed of men ? 

 

You boast of you Morgans and Herefords,  

   Of the worth of a calf or a colt,  

And scof f at the scrub and the mongrel,  

   As worthy a fool or a dolt;  

You mention the points of your roadster,  

   With many  a "whe refore" and, when,  

But, ah, are you appraising, my brothers,  

   The worth of the children of men? 
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You talk of your roan - colored filly,  

   Your heifer so shapely and sleek,  

No place sha ll be filled in your stanchions ,  

   By stock that's unworthy or weak.  

But what  of the stock of your household ? 

   Have they wandered beyond your ken?  

O, what is revealed in the round - up 

   That brands the daughters of men?  

 

And what of your boy? Have you measured  

   His needs for a growing year ? 

Does your mark as his sire, in his features,  

   Mean less than your brand on a steer ? 

Thoroughbred --  that is your watchword,  

   For stable and pastu re and pen;  

But what is your word for the homestead?  

   Answer, you breeders. of men!  

 

Much of th e inform ation about those early generations of the Bunn  lineage 

would have been gone forever had it not been  for  the  interest  and  

persevering research of the late Charles N. French over his lifetime.  

French was interested in tracing the Bunn lineage because his wi fe was  a 

Bunn. O ver the years he coll ected an enormous amount of valuable  

material.  However, death came before he organized and prepared the  

material  for publication. /3  

 

Fortunately Arley Earl Bunn who for many years had been actively  

interested in the Bunn genealogy came into possession of the French  

collection. This source material lent to the writer made the completeness  

of this volume possible./4  

 

In addition to the above material the writer is very grateful to  Arley  

Earl Bunn for making available th e detailed information about the Bunn  

family beginning with Benjamin of Poughkeepsie and family (chapter 7)  and 

Later generations.  

 

Along with th e above acknowledgmen ts the writer would be remiss if he did 

not acknowledge the inspiration received from his father about  his 

paternal family. The writer is particularly glad to record the 

information obtaine d from his father. O therwise, much of it  would  be lost  

sooner or later. The author of this volume is th e only  living  descendant  

who recalls most of th e hande d down stories related by his father.  

 
/l Osborn H. Oldroyd, Words of Lincoln, The Mershen Company Press,  

Rahway, N.J. -  1895.  

/2  Miss Rose Trumbull, Scottsdale, Arizona.  

/3 Charles N. French, an attorney who lived in Chicago, husband of Eva  

Bunn, daughter of John Hazzard Bunn(8), Benjamin(7), Benjamin(6).  

/4 Arley Earl Bunn(10), Joseph(9), Harrison(8), Solomon(7), Benjamin(6)  

 

 

7 



CHAPTER II 
 

Bunn  
How This Surname Originate?  

 

What can be more natural than tha t we should desire to know some thi ng 

relating the origin  of our surname; when it arose,  who first used it and  

why. A few comments on the ori gin of personal names, however, is first in 

order.  

 

Primitive personal names doubtless originated soon after the invention  of 

the spoken language, alth ough the date of their first  use is lost in  the  

darkn ess of ages preceding recorded history. For thousands of years 

thereafter, first or given names were the only  designations that  men and  

women bore. In the be ginning of histor ic times, when there were 

rel atively few people and m an knew his nei ghbor, one title of address was 

sufficient. Gradually however, with the passing centuries and the  

in creasing complexity of civilized  society, a need arose for more 

specific  designations . While the roots of our system of family names may 

be traced to early civilized times, actually the hereditary  surname as we 

kn ow it today, dates from a time not m uch earlier than nine hundred years 

ago.  

 

A surname is a name added to a baptismal or Christian name for the  

purpose of maki ng it more specific and of indicating  family  relationship  

or  descent. If classified according to origin, most surnames fall into 

four general categories: (l) those fo rmed from the given name of the 

father; (2 ) those  arisi ng from bodily or personal characte ristics (The  

Bunns - meaning good people); (3) those derived from  locality or place of 

residence (the Hyatts - possibly the Bunns); and (4) those derived from 

occupation ( th e Bowers - Bauers: meaning servants of th e soil or farmers).  

 

Slave s and  other dependents fre quently  took the name of the ir mas ters.  

For exam ple, many  of t he early Bunns in  America drifted  to the Southern  

states. The late Charles  Bunn of Peoria, prominent stockman and  breeder 

of Shetland and Hackney poni es and Hampshire hogs, told the writer of 

this volume the  following story: "one time, I was in Me mphis,  Tennessee, 

and between trains having time on my hands, I thought wo uld take a walk. 

Soon I came to Bunn's Clothin g Store. Since  l  was proud  of  my surname, 

Bunn, I reasoned that I would walk in and get acquainted  wit h perhaps a 

distant cousin. I walked in all right, but I  was surprised to meet a big 

colored man, as black as the ace of spades. I asked if I  might see the 

proprietor. The negro broadly smiled and graciously  remar ked: 'I am the 

proprietor, Sir.'  That was enough for  cousin Charlie. He quickly excused 

himself  as diplomatically  as possible and concluded: "From here out, I'm 

going to be more careful  in looking up prospective relatives. "  
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So much for the story --  true, surnames in the sense of hereditary  

designation, date in England from about the year 1000 or a little after.  

Most of them were introduced from No rmandy. However, there are records of 

Saxon surnames prior to the  Norman conquest.  

 

By the end of the twelfth century hereditary names  had  become common in 

England. But as late as 146 5, t hey were not universal. Certain Irish 

outlaws were compelled by law during the reign of Edward V  to adopt a 

surname. As l ate as the be ginning of the nineteenth  century, a similar 

decree compelled Jews in Germany and  Austria  to  add  a German surname to 

th e single names,  which they had previously used.  

 

Bardsley in his English Surnames, Their Sources and Significations ,  

states, "that the name Bunn, as we have it today , is derived from a 

nick name which meant 'Good' or a  name derived from peculiarities  of 

disposition " .  /l The Norman  elements  is  indicated in the chivalrous 

sobriquet. Thank goodness the nickname was complimentary; many  early  

nicknames  were not. Further commenting on the name, Bardsley states, ñOur  

'Bones, Boons an d Bunns'  ar e variously corrupted forms of óDuran le  Bon, 

Ric hard le Bone, Alice le Bonne or William le Boon', equ ivalent  to the 

earlier Goods."  

 

Bunn, Bunne -  as defin ed by Bardsl ey in  his works entailed, A Dic tionary 

of English and Welsh surnames with special American Instances ,  originated 

from a nickname óle bon, i.e. good. (Often an expression  of  endearment in 

the French language) Bon or Bunn was probably sometimes a Christian name 

as was frequently the name Good.  

 

There is a possibility that the surname Bunn  might  have been derived from 

and originally designated the place of residence of the bea re r. Such 

names were popular in France  at  an early  date  and  were introduced into 

England by the Normans, many  of whom were known by the title of their 

estates. The surnames adopted by  the nobi l ity  were  mainly of this type. 

They were used with the particles de, de la, or del (meaning of, or of 

the ) .  

 

Sinc e bon, bonne, etc., in French m eans good, one could easily surmise  

Bunn might have been derived from th e place of residence or estate of the 

good residence or  good estate.  

 

In the haze of uncertaint y, a summar y of th e situation appears to point 

to the fact that the name Bunn as finally evolved is of French origin. 

Very  probably the name was deri ved from the word bon or bunne  meaning 

'good'  as  before mentioned. This  is the conclusion of the Media Research 

Bureau , Washington, D.C. , as well as Charles  Newton French, relative of 

the Southern Illinois Bunns by marriage, who spent a life  
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time collecting genealogical and his torical information on the Bunn 

family.  

 

Perhaps the name was transported across the English Channel as a  

Christi an name during or soon after t he Norman invasion in 1066. The name 

however; was also commonly used in Germany  at an ancient date. It is 

probable that some English famili es as well as American families of t he 

name are of German descent. A study of  the history of surnames of the 

British Isles by Lauer, states that ñNorman names are often of  Teutonic 

(Ancient German  Tribe) origin.ò / 2 Thus there is the possi bility that the 

name Bunn or some corruption or the s pelling  might have originated in 

Germany.  

 

Migrations of people could easily have found their way across the  

European Continent, thence to Normandy and then across the English  

Channel into the Southern Countie s of England, Norfolk, Suffolk, 

Middlesex, Esse x, and Kent.  At any rate, the name Bunn is found in 

ancient European records extending over  several  hundreds of years and  

also over early American records in the v arious spellings of Bon, Bonne, 

Bonn, Bun, Bun s, Bunns, Bunce, Bunne, Bunn and others. The la st of the 

names mentioned is the most generally used in America today.  

 

Among the early records of the name in England are those of Boone Welle 

of County Norfolk in 1 273; those of Walter Buns of Oxfordshire  about the 

same time; those of John  de Bunn  of cou nty Sussex  in the latter 

thirteenth century; those of Rocelin le Bun of Wiltshire at a slightly 

later  date; those of Roger or Rogerus Bonne and Johannes or John Bunne of  

Yorkshire ,  about 1379 ,  and  those of Josias Bunn ,  of Hertfordshire at  a 

later period. T hese early bearers of the name appear to have been largely 

of the British landed gentry and yeomanry.  

 

/ 1 Bardsley in Engli sh Surnames, Their Sources and Significations  

 

/ 2 Lauer, Surnames of the British Isles  
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CHAPTER III 

Background - Forbearers in England  

 

Britain  recently crowned the beautiful  and worthy Elizabeth  II q ueen  of 

Britain and the Commonwealth ,  during a magnificent spectacle pattern of 

ancient pomp and pageantry.  

The coronation to ok  place in Westminster Abbey where for 1 00 years  

British sovereigns have  been crowned . After two and 1/2  hours of  

dignified and pompous ceremony , the Archbishop of Canterb ury gently  

lowered the crown of St. Edward to Elizabethôs head of dark hair. Then 

with a great roa7,500 peers & peeresses and he ads of state in  the  Abbey 

cried: ñGOD SAVE THE QUEEN.ò 

This was the climax to a long and beautiful religious ceremony, part  of 

which goes back to the days of Sol omon of Biblical fame.  

Millions lined the streets to catch a glimpse of their queen as she  rode 

along the five mile coronation route in the century old golden ch ariot  

drawn by eight beautiful white horses. All  along the route came the  

continuous and tumultuous  roars; ñGOD SAVE THE QUEEN.ò 

Motion pictures of this dig nif ied, exquisite, and most c olorful 

coronation were flown to America. Great crowds of Americans  everywhere,  

in cluding the writer and his i mmediate  family, rushed to  the theaters to  

see and catch a bit of the spirit of this gorgeous and dignified ceremony 

that meant so much to Britain  and the Commonwealth from which our 

paternal forbearers hailed.  

This curren t episode has been inserted primarily to point out that  pomp, 

ceremony, and tra dition is yet common  in  Old  England. Since the  early 

bearers of the old families of Bunn, Haz(z)ard, Hyatt ,  and Seely  appear 

from early records to have been largely of the earl y British  landed 

gentry and yeomanry, th ey doubtless had many proud customs  and romantic 

traditions that bound them to their lord s and kings. Thus,  these ancient  

forbearers mu st hav e had rich and interestin g ceremonial  experiences.  

 

Our paternal families are known to have been in Engl and man y more 

generations than their descendants have been in America. Because of this 

long stay of the families in England, the descendants, even thoug h far 

removed, might be interested in a brief review about the romantic era of 

long ago.  

 

Three situations contributed to the rise of heralding: first, man's natural 

desire to improve his personal appearances, which found expression in the 

ornamentation of  his military equipment; secondly, the need among warriors 

who covered their heads and bodies with armor for identifying marks easily 

recognizable in the press of battle; and thirdly, the need in an age when 

few could write and personal seals served instea d of signatures on official 

or private papers for seals of clearly identifiable design.  
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   Heralding was the answer to these requirements of the time, and it came 

into general use with remarkable swiftness. From the beginning of the 

thirteenth century, princes, nobles, knights, and gentry adopted the custom 

and proudly displayed their arms in  architectural and household decorations, 

in jewelry, and in embroidering, as well as their paraphernalia of war. From 

the practice of embroidering the family device on the surcoat worn over the 

coat of mail, comes the expression - 'Coat of Arms'.  

In the ea rliest days of heralding arms were chosen by the bearer to suit his 

fancy. Crosses in many forms were adopted in some instances, perhaps to 

commemorate service in the Crusades, but more often merely as a symbol of 

Christianity. Broad horizontal, vertical, or slanting stripes of vivid 

colors across the shield were chosen as being simple to emblazon and easily 

recognizable. Beasts, dragons, birds, fishes, the heavenly bodies, trees, 

fruit, plants and objects familiar to everyday life of the Middle Ages were 

adopted as charges. Lions, eagles, ostriches, and foxes representing the 

virtues which the medieval mind attributed to these creatures were 

frequently used.  

Why true heralding emerged over a substantial number of European countries 

at almost identically the  same time during the early twelfth century is 

largely a matter of conjecture. Nevertheless, the countries of England, 

France, Germany, Spain, and Italy are included in this experience. Some 

think the First Crusade was largely the reason for it brought kni ghts 

together from many lands. This made distinctive badges and colors necessary 

for identification. Others are of the opinion that the tournaments which 

came with fashion, may have called for them, as athletic contests do now. 

Still others lay all the cha rge to a great forgotten inventor. There may be 

truth in all the views and yet, hidden truth outside them. The twelfth 

century was a great age of renewal after the 'dark ages'. It was a time of 

invention and a time when the seed of a happy thought was carr ied far and 

quickly to take root and grow in other minds than his who first thought of 

it. It, too was the age of the great social system called feudal --  an age 

in which society on its secular side was held together by the personal 

allegiance of each man to his lord from whom he held his land and under whom 

he served in war.  

It is likewise; to feudality that heralding owes its second essential 

quality, its hereditary character. If service in war was the rent by which 

land was held, the right of inheritance  by one's natural heir was an 

understood condition of feudal tenure. The hereditary succession to the 

crown of France or England was not more firmly based in law than that of the 

pettiest knightly house to its ancestral fee. (It was an inherited  
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   Three situations contributed to the rise of heralding: first, man's 

natural desire to improve his personal appearances, which found expression 

in the ornamentation of his military equipment; secondly, the need among 

warriors who covered their heads and bodies with armor for identifying marks 

easily recognizable in the press of battle; and thirdly, the need in an age 

when few could write and personal seals served instead of signatures on 

official or private papers for seals of clea rly identifiable design. 

Heralding was the answer to these requirements of the time, and it came into 

general use with remarkable swiftness. From the beginning of the thirteenth 

century, princes, nobles, knights, and gentry adopted the custom and proudly 

displayed their arms in architectural and household decorations, in jewelry, 

and in embroidering, as well as their paraphernalia of war. From the 

practice of embroidering the family device on the surcoat worn over the coat 

of mail, comes the expression - 'Co at of Arms'.  

   In the earliest days of heralding arms were chosen by the bearer to suit 

his fancy. Crosses in many forms were adopted in some instances, perhaps to 

commemorate service in the Crusades, but more often merely as a symbol of 

Christianity. Bro ad horizontal, vertical, or slanting stripes of vivid 

colors across the shield were chosen as being simple to emblazon and easily 

recognizable. Beasts, dragons, birds, fishes, the heavenly bodies, trees, 

fruit, plants and objects familiar to everyday life of the Middle Ages were 

adopted as charges. Lions, eagles, ostriches, and foxes representing the 

virtues which the medieval mind attributed to these creatures were 

frequently used.  

   Why true heralding emerged over a substantial number of European 

countri es at almost identically the same time during the early twelfth 

century is largely a matter of conjecture. Nevertheless, the countries of 

England, France, Germany, Spain, and Italy are included in this experience. 

Some think the First Crusade was largely t he reason for it brought knights 

together from many lands. This made distinctive badges and colors necessary 

for identification. Others are of the opinion that the tournaments which 

came with fashion, may have called for them, as athletic contests do now. 

Still others lay all the charge to a great forgotten inventor. There may be 

truth in all the views and yet, hidden truth outside them. The twelfth 

century was a great age of renewal after the 'dark ages'. It was a time of 

invention and a time when the seed  of a happy thought was carried far and 

quickly to take root and grow in other minds than his who first thought of 

it. It, too was the age of the great social system called feudal --  an age 

in which society on its secular side was held together by the pers onal 

allegiance of each man to his lord from whom he held his land and under whom 

he served in war.  
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   It is likewise; to feudality that heralding owes its second essential 

quality, its hereditary character. If service in wa r was the rent by which 

land was held, the right of inheritance by one's natural heir was an 

understood condition of feudal tenure. The hereditary succession to the 

crown of France or England was not more firmly based in law than that of the 

pettiest knigh tly house to its ancestral fee. (It was an inherited  right in 

that era to lead this man and the duty to follow that man to war) But in 

becoming hereditary and linking itsel f to feudal status and service, it 

inevitably became a symbol not of the owners  iden tity only, but also of his 

status. It was knights, not their followers, who needed to be € distinguished 

by shields and Coats of Arms. Ther efore, arms in their military aspect 

became in practice, a mark of knightly status.  

   But eventually, Coats of Arms b ecame so numerous that confusion  resulted 

from the unrestrained adoption  or alteration of arms and from the practice 

of the feudal lords of allowing favorite followers to use their bearings. 

Early in the fifteenth century  a proclamation of Henry V pro hibited, 

thereafter, in England the assump tion of arms except by inherit ance of a 

grant from the Crown.  

3. The Complete Coat of Arm s.  

The complete composition of a C oat of Arms includes the shield of arms, the 

helmet, the crest, the wreat h, the mantling, a nd the motto. The Shield on 

which is displayed the a rmorial device, is the most im portant part of the 

composition. It represents the ol d knightly shield any may vary in shape 

according to the taste of the artist. The He1met derived like the shield 

from the  defensive  armor of the knight, is placed above the shield. It may 

be used even t hough the Coat of Arms includes no crest. The Crest, principal 

access ory of the shield of arms, sur mounts the helmet. Like the shield and 

helmet, it has its origin in the acco uterment of the knight who wore on his 

helmet as a special mark of distinction, an ornament of painted wood, m etal, 

or leather. A Wreath of twisted silk, usually of two colors, wa s commonly 

worn on the knight's helmet, surrounding the base of the crest. In  

heralding, the  wreath appears between the helmet and the cr est as a support 

for the crest. It is sometimes replaced by a comer - a- chapeau. The Mantling, 

orig inally two pennant - like strips of silk att ached to the top of the 

helmet, has in heralding taken th e form of an intricate, conventionalized , 

scroll work flowing down on both sides of the shield. It is gene rally 

believed that the mantling originated during the Crusade as a protection for 

the  helmet from the sun and weather and that  the artist's scrollwork  

repre sents the shredding of the cloth by en emy swords. The Motto, which is 

inscribed in a scroll placed either above  or below the shield, is not an 

essential part of the composition. It is  not necessarily hereditary and may 

be changed at will. Many of th e oldest coats of Arms included neither Crest 

nor Motto.  
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4. The Significance of Heralding Today.  

   At the present time, many Americans are showing a greater interest than 

ever before in family hist ory, genealogical research, and the intimately 

related subject of heraldi ng. Genealogy and heralding are now largely 

ignored only by those who have no ancestors of whom they can be proud. Love 

of ancestry is certain ly deep rooted in man's nature. Pride of ancestry is 

certainly an admirable trait that contributes to  healthy self respect and a 

stirring am bition to add new honors to the family name. The thoughtful 

American of today takes sincere pride in a long line of distinguished 

descent an d in the heraldic  emblems which testify to the bravery, the 

achievement, and the honor of his forbearers.  

 

Proud was he of his name and race,  

Of Old Sir William and Sir Hugh,  

And in the parlor, full in view,  

His Coat - of - Arms well framed and glazen,  

Upon the wall in color b lazed.  

 

--  Longfellow  
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Chapter IV  

Significance Coat of Arms  

The Family of Bunn  

 

   The family of Bunn has a Coat - of - Arms. The authority is Burke's "General 

Armory" -  1878 edition, p age 14 4. Another recording of the Bunn Coat of Arms 

and  the Bunn Cres t is found in the book entitled General Armory, England, 

Scotland, Ireland, and Wales  ï Burke  London, 1884, page 114. A further  

reco rding of the crest in colors is found in Fairbairns Book of Crests -  of 

the families of Great Britain and Ireland  44th edition, Page 86.  

   Burke's Armory describes the Arms, Crest, and Motto as  follows:  

Arms:   Argent, on three grieces sable, gules are azure, a cros s 

cav alry of the third, in Chief two Crescents gules.  

Crest: An ostrich's head argent, collared  gules between two palm 

branches vert.  

Motto: None recorded. Under heraldic law any user of any arms  may 

adopt and use any motto desired. Most mottos seen in use have been 

adopted.  

   If these heraldic descriptions are translated to modern terms, the  

tinct ures, or color tones, describing the Coat of Arms are as follows:  

   The shield is silver. The three grieces or steps ate of black, red,  and 

blue in rotation dow nward. The Cross is of red. The ostrich's head is of 

silver; its collar is of red. You will not e in the illustration that the 

ostrich has ears . This was the ancient heraldic conception of the bird. The 

palm branches are of green. Th e Crest rests on a wreath of alternate twists 

of r ed and silver. The ribbon is of silver; and the Moto, if one is adopt ed 

and used, is lettered in red.  

   A Coat of Arms was used by feudal families in England and elsewhere  

during medieva1 times as a means of iden tification and participation in 

events as well as serving as proof to cer tain furnishings and retaining of 

the f amily. For instance, the Coat - of - Arms was often stamped on the leather 

goods and trappings  that a knight  used in riding missions of one sort or 

another. There was a time in the golden  age of heraldry  where man 

practically had to be a horsem an in order to b ecome a knight. Horses were 

early wa r  machines f or they provided both power and mobility. A knight 

proudly  stamped his Coat of Arms on the le ather goods saddled on his 

favorite charger.  
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Coat of Arms  

The Family of Bunn  

 

Rendered by Steve Bunn11 
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Significance Coat of Arms  - The Family of Bunn  

   But what is the significance of the B unn Family coat of Arms? 

Imagi nation, perhaps, has to be brought into pl ay. Even so, a bit of 

carefully thought through conjecture probably contains much truth. Records 

by Burke are assumed as authentic for the English family of Bunn. /1 Most of 

the older arms are recorded, without  records of grants. The College of 

Heralds was not established until the year l483, and previous to that year 

no r ecords of grants of arms were ke pt. After the establishment of the 

college, the officials thereof at tempted to record all arms pre viously used, 

but much data was lacking.  

   The cross cavalry, as well as the crescents borne by the shield, as  well 

as the cr est itself, appears to indicate the arms originated during the 

period of the crusades. Both the cross cavalry  and the crescents were a very 

popular device with the C rusaders. These seem to symbol ize victory during 

the 3rd Crusade. Th e ostrich's head is a s ymbol of fleetness. This bird's 

head, along wi th the palm branches, was often used by men who participated 

in the Crusades.  

   But why should hordes of these English families of old travel on these  

war like missions to the Holy Land? Cer tainly an outward m anifestation of 

belief in a supreme or superior being,  an almost fanatic piety toward the 

preservation of the religion taught by C hrist Jesus, was the motivating 

influence. In order to obtain a better understanding of this impelling force 

which led them on , and to better understand the effects on the manners and 

customs of the people follow ing the Crusades, the following material is 

quoted almost verbatim fro m an old book found in the Uni versity of Illinois 

Library entitled, " Military and Religious Life in the Middle Ages " by 

Lacroix. A careful s tudy of the Bunn family coat of Arms leads one to 

strongly surmise that  the third Crusade was a strong influence on its 

making.  

   "Jerusalem", says Jaques de Vitry, Bishop of Plotemais in the  thirteenth 

century, "is  the city of cities,  the saint of saints, the queen of nations, 

and the princess of provinces . She is situated in the center of the world, 

in the middle of the earth,  so that all men may turn their steps toward her; 

she is the patrimony of the patriarcho, the muse of  the prophets, the 

mistress or the apostle s, the cradle of our salvation, the home of Our Lord, 

and the moth er of the Faith, as Rome is the mother of the faithful. She is 

chosen an d hallowed by the Almighty, who pl aced his feet upon her, honored  

by the  angels, and visited by all the nations of the earth." /2  

   "Under the influence of this belief it is easy to understand the powerful  

interest which, in the eyes of the whole Christian  world, was attached to a 

corner of the glove so marked with t he impress of the Almighty, and the 

object of so much veneration.  
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   "Pilgrimages, or Crusades, were made to uphold the teachings of  Christ. 

Efforts were made to stir up Christians against the infidels."  

The pontiff repeated the words, in quotations below, which for two  centuries 

were destined to be the war - cry of the Crusaders, and showed  to the excited 

crowd the emblem of Redemption. "Let the Cross," he said, "glitter on your 

arms and on your standards! Bear  it on your shoulders and on your breasts; 

it wi ll become for you the emblem of victory or the palm of martyrdom; it 

will ever remind you that Jesus Christ died for you, and that it is you r 

part to die for them." /3 All crusaders swore to dedicate their li ves to 

avenge the outrages infl icted on Christ and his followers.  ñCrusaders ò is a 

title bestowed on the faithful who enrolled themselves  under Christ's 

banner, and also, that of  Crusade, the name given to the holy war.  

   "In 118 1 the third Crusade was undertak en and Philip Augustus, the  King 

of France, and Richard, the King of England, whose great deeds in  this holy 

war obtained for him the surna me of Coeur de Lion, forgetting their own 

personal quarrels put th emselves at its head. Frederick Barbarosa, the 

Emperor of Germany, joined the undertaking."  

   After an immense blood shedding experience, and a reduction of the  

Christian armies by more than half, th ey returned, bringing with them "moult 

de gloure", (much glory) ,  but with out having in reality, obt ained any 

material or lasting advantage over the  unbelievers who still retained 

possession of Jerusalem. A11 in all, there were eight Crusades.  

   "The effect of the Crusades was nevertheless a complete revolution  in the 

manners and customs of the West ern nations;the suppression of servitude, the 

founding of the free towns, the alienation and the division of the feudal 

lands, and the developmen t of the communal systems, were the immediate con -  

sequences of the t remendous emigration of men who went forth to fight and 

die in Palestine. The nobles ce ased to wage their perpetual private quarrels  

knightho od assumed a regular and solemn character. Judiciary duels dimin -  

ished, religious orders multiplied and charitable institutions were estab -  

lished on every side . Mens  minds  beca me more enlightened and their manners 

softened under the influence  of the growing expansion of science, a rt and 

literature; law, natural history, philosophy, and mathematics  came to them 

in direct descent poetic gems spring up all at once from the imagination of 

troubadours , minstrels, and minnesingers. Art, the  fine arts particularly, 

archi tecture, painting, sculpture, and embroid ery began to unfold their 

thou sand wonders. Industry and commerce  multiplied a hundred - fold. The 

public wealth,  which at one time h ad seemed ne arly swallowed up in ruinous 

expeditions, and the art of war, as  well as the art of navigation, made 

immense strides in the direction of progress." /4  

/1     Burke, General Armory, En gland, Scotland, Ireland, Wales                   

/ 2- 4   LaCroix, Military and Religious Life in the Middle Ages              
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CHAPTER V 
          

Early Forbearers in America 

 
At the beginning of this chapter we leave O1d England and eventually bring our family name 

across the Great Atlantic to America. Christian names for the first time are recognized -- 

Edward, Matthew. etc. Why did the early Bunnôs leave their native land? A search of the early 

English records, seventeenth century, indicates that they enjoyed a livelihood on a par with the 

average Englishman of his period. For instance, one Matthew Bunn is listed as a valued and 

respected member of St. Gregory (by St. Paul) Parish 1640 -- Miscellanea Genealogical Et 

Heraldica.   

 

 Then why did they leave their native land? According to tradition told the writer many times 

by his father, William Benton Bunn, Sr., 8/1 the Bunnôs of the early seventeenth century were 

English Puritan dissenters with the established Church of England. They moved to Holland and 

helped establish an English Colony in that country where they could worship as they pleased. 

This appears logical for according to history. English migrations of considerable size drifted 

into Holland during the early and perhaps up to near the middle of the seventeenth     century. 

These people attempted to remain English; they established a church near Amsterdam. Many of 

the sect remained intact for perhaps seventy-five years. But as the writer's father remembered 

the story of tradition, his people were very proud of their English ancestry, and wanted to 

remain English. They realized if they continued to live in Holland that future generations would 

eventually become Dutch. For their loyalty in O1d England, the family chose to leave Holland, 

(why my father didn't know), and return to England, or perhaps they sailed directly to the New 

World which afforded them an opportunity to remain an English speaking people. At the same 

time, they too, could worship as they pleased. 

 

 Edward Bunn - a possible first ancestor: At any rate one Edward Bunn (or Bunne) was an early 

settler in the   Massachusetts Bay Colony as early as 1642. The first American record of him is 

found at Nantasket, (now the town of Hu11), in 1642, when his right as a proprietor was 

acknowledged. In 1662, 30th of October, he gave a deposition stating his age as fifty years, and 

indicating that he was born in 1612. One Genealogist James Alfred Ellis who edited the History 

of the Bunn Family of America which was published by Romanzo Norton Bunn of Chicago, 

states, "No doubt he was a native of England ". This probably is correct, but he might have 

spent years in Holland. There is no way of proving this point. 

The following paragraph relating to the early Edward Bunn is found in the New England 

Genealogical and Antiquarian Register File 929.05 - 09 in University of Illinois Library, tenth 

floor. 
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''Edward Bunn, aged fifty years or thereabouts, and Thomas Collier, aged forty years or 

thereabouts, do testify that ever since we came to Nantasket, to dwell we have possessed 

Brewster islands by virtue of the grant of the General court, without any legal molestation of 

any kind. and in this manner we have possessed them by stinting them as the rest of our 

commons and by putting on goats, calves, swine, sheep and yearlings, and cutting timber and 

making use of the hay. Sworn to in Court, October 30, 1662. 

 

Natasket had twenty houses in July, 1644, according to data taken by Charles N. French, from 

the history of Plymouth, Massachusetts. A church was organized the same year. ñIt was named 

the town of Hull by order of the last General Courtò. The name was taken from the city of the 

same name in Yorkshire, England. The order and date thereof J 1 appears as follows: as 

Follows; 

 

ñ1644, 29 May. It is ordered that Natasket shall be called Hull.ò That order refers to the town 

which includes not only the peninsula, but nearly all the islands in Boston Harbor. The 

peninsula, however, is called Nantasket, and the sandy stretch on the side of the Atlantic Ocean, 

now a renowned resort in summer, is known as Nantasket Beach. 

 

Edward Bunn (Bunne) who resided and owned lands at Hull was the first Bunn to locate in the 

northern portion of our American Colonies. While genealogists agree on this point, they 

disagree and argue at great length as to whether Edward of Matthew is the first of the ancestors 

of the English Bunn descendants. 

 

Matthew1 ï Probably first ancestor English Bunns: 

French, /2 after years and years of research, is inclined to think that Matthew-Englishmen, 

Mariner, gentleman, first a resident of Boston in the Colony of Massachusetts Bay and later a 

prominent resident of Woodbridge in East New Jersey - is the first ancestor. Matthew and wife 

Esther (believed to be a Miles) were living in Boston, June 9, 1659, when the birth of a son 

Matthew was recorded. Two other children of Matthew and Esther are recorded in Boston; 

namely, Nathaniel, born March 23, 1664, and Esther, March 2, 1665. 

 

Several others of the name appear in Woodbridge , New Jersey, who were undoubtedly children 

of Matthew1 and Esther1 . Ellis, genealogist for Romanzo Bunn, Chicago, publisher of a history 

of the Bunn Family, states that, ñIt is practically certain that William, Miles, and others early in 

Woodbridge were sons of Matthew and Esther. / 3 

 

Matthew1 was a mariner born about the year 1635, commonly called ñSkipperò Bunn. 

According to tradition, he came across to America in his own ship and was finally lost at sea. 

Whether he came from Holland (English Colony therein) directly to Boston or whether he came 

from 
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England is unknown. Solomon Bunn/7 in conversation with Charles N. French stated that the 

emigrant ancestor of the Bunn name was a sailor, and that he came to America in his own ship 

and was finally lost at sea7. Solomon, however, did not know how many generations back the 

emigrant grant ancestor existed. This apparently is favorable proof that Matthew was the 

emigrant ancestor. 

 

Returning to the mooted question as to whether Matthew1 was kin, to the early Edward, Savage, 

a recognized genealogical historian, intimates early war that Matthew was a son of Edward, but 

the name does not appear in Edwardôs will, nor is there an Edward in Matthew's family or for 

many following generations. Monnette, Los Angeles, a genealogist of note, states, "There is no 

record or concrete evidence that Matthew Bunn of Boston and later Woodbridge. N. J. was a 

son of Edward." Finally he comments, "not proven, but probably." Thus, this writer shall 

proceed under the assumption that Matthew is the emigrant ancestor of the Bunn family line 

followed in this book.  

 

Since no death record of Matthew1 has been located coupled with the establishment fact that he 

was a mariner, one can assume that he must have been lost at sea. His wife Esther1, (called 

Hester in New Jersey) made indentures in 1680, in regard to one apprenticeship of her son, 

Nathaniel. At this time she described herself as a widow; however, her dower was not 

recognized unwilling thereafter which indicates death was presumed. This situation lends favor 

to the tradition that this first emigrant ancestor was lost at sea. 

 

Matthew1 and his family probably located in Woodbridge about 1667. Possibly, however, he 

was there on different occasions a year or two before. It is probably, since he was a mariner, 

that he became acquainted with the land about New York City through voyages made to that 

port. At any rate he finally settled at Woodbridge, New Jersey, just west of Staten Island. There, 

in 1670, he received several grants in that town where he was referred to as "mariner'' of 

Boston. These grants included a house lot of eleven acres; 120 acres of bottom land on Raritan 

River; 25 acres of Raritan meadow; another 5 acre meadow tract; and 4 acres additional 

meadow of Papiack Creek. These locations indicate that these lands are in the present town of 

Raritan, then part of Woodbridge. 

 

Apparently, John Woodbridge, a minister, born in Wiltshire, England, in 1613, and who had 

settled at Newbury, Massachusetts, in 1634, led about 30 persons (families) to the vicinity of 

Woodbridge at the solicitation of Philip Carteret, Governor of the Province and cousin of Sir 

George Carteret, who with Lord John Berkeley, joint Lords Proprietors. The land was 

purchases, not taken by force, from Indians in 1664 (probably of the Raritan tribe) by John 

Boyel, Daniel Denton, Lake Wakin, and others.  

 

Although the charter went into effect immediately after it was granted. It was not until 

December 7, 1672, that Matthew1 Bunn, mariner, was among the freeholders supposed to be 

actual settlers to whom patents were granted in 1670. Others, some of whom we shall hear   
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more about later or their descendents who intermarried with the Bunns,  included Daniel 

Pearce, John Pike, John French, Mason, Samuel Haynes, and Henry Jaques. 

    

   In July, 1673, a fleet of Dutch vessels captured New York and New Jersey, but a treaty 

between England and Holland the following year restored the provinces to England. Philip 

Carteret was again appointed governor. 

 

   According to records listed under Woodbridge and vicinity by Joseph W. Dally. at a town 

meeting: "On August 27. 1669, it was resolved that Strawberry Hill should be patented as a 

perpetual sheep common."/4  Matthew1 Bunn and others were appointed to divide it.    

 

   Again records disclose that "Matthew Bunn and Ephriam Andrews were selected as deputies 

to the General Assembly, 1676, from Woodbridge." 

 

   Since nothing has been found to the contrary, it appears that Matthew1 survived long enough 

to fulfill the duties of his office. That period of public service, however, is the last listed for him 

as being active in the affairs of the Colony. It is believed he died shortly thereafter. Esther 

subscribed as "widow" as early as 1680 but the dower in the lands of Matthew1 was not 

assigned to her until 1690, long enough to satisfy the presumption of death if he were lost at 

sea. Actual knowledge of death at sea is not available; however, the above manner as outlined 

in deposing of his estate indicates that the tradition ñthe first emigrant ancestor of the name died 

at seaò is very probably a fact.      

 

   It is interesting, but humiliating to note how little is known of the early female ancestors. 

Only fragmentary evidence exists in most instances. None is available in others about these 

worthy souls. They bore large families, largely cared for them, managed their households, were 

with rare exception servants of their husbands, who in turn were the Lords of the family. In 

other words, the wives of white men in the early days were not treated very differently from 

that of the squaws among the Indian tribes. There was great inequality of sexes. What 

wonderful progress has been made by the mothers of our race over these years!  

 

   The maiden surname of the wife of Matthew1 is not definitely known. Her first name, as has 

been mentioned before, was Esther (Hester). Doubtless she and the mothers of the many 

generations which followed did as much and probably in some instances, more toward rearing 

the family, building of character, and promoting progress among the generations than the male 

ancestors. It is certainly unfortunate that historical records are so meager about those splendid 

pioneer women. It is believed, however, that Esther's maiden name was Miles or Myles. French, 

lifetime Bunn genealogical research student, is of the opinion that Esther was the daughter of 

Joseph Miles who came over from London to Boston in 1633 on the ship "Mary and John." 

This Joseph Miles took the oath of supremacy and allegiance March 24, 1633. 
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THE FAMOUS STATUE GLOUCHESTER, MASS DEDICATED TO  

ñTHEY THAT GO DOWN TO THE SEA IN SHIPSò 
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in London for passage to America. There was a Ruben (Reuben) Miles in a subsequent Miles 

family which might indicate from whence the name "Ruben" came into the Bunn family later 

on. The name Miles was apparently a revered one among many subsequent Bunn generations 

for it occurred frequently for many generations. In fact, the name has persisted to the 9th and 

probably 10th generations, e.g. Hyatt Miles Bunn10. Records have not been followed as to the 

place the church had in the lives of the pioneer Miles; however, early and incomplete records 

indicate that this early family held the church in high esteem. Deacons and ministers were 

frequently listed among them. 

Commenting further on Esther, wife of Matthew, probably a Miles, this forbearer was 

recognized as an "herb" doctor by her neighbors and friends. Very frequently leading mature 

women of the colonial and young statehood period were looked to by the people of a 

neighborhood as being very helpful toward curing "ager" (chills), and fevers, thinning the blood 

as springtime approached and in divers other ways through various and sundry concoctions of 

herbs. Apparently Esther, frequently recorded as Hester in later years while she lived in New 

Jersey, was a woman adept at this sort of thing. George Washington, our first President, had a 

wonderful herb garden at Mt. Vernon. Perhaps, ancestor Hester had one nearly a hundred years 

before at her home farm in New Jersey. Some of these early pioneer women, and those of much 

later periods for that matter, served as so-called midwives at childbirth. Doctors were 

uncommon, poorly equipped, and births occurred in the simple pioneer cabin homes, for there 

were not any hospitals. Thus, the assistance at a birth by an older and experienced woman of 

judgment called a "midwife" was much sought. Esther1 or Hester, wife of Matthew1, served as 

midwife on many occasions, as recorded by New York Genealogical and Biographical Record, 

from records of Rahway and Plainfield (N.J.) Monthly Meeting of Friends (formerly held at 

Amboy and Woodbridge). 

For example, volume 5, pages 164-155, New York Genealogical and Biographical 

Record, an account is given follows: 

 

Bunn, Hester1, present as midwife when her grandchild, Benjamin Loofbourrow was 

born, 1705, 1st month, 21st day, to John Loofbourrow and Hannah2, his wife. 

 

Loofbourrows were recorded as Quakers. Records according to French indicate that 

Matthew1 was not a Quaker. Whether or not Esther (Hester) was of that faith is not 

known. 

 

Matthew2 and Brother and Sisters: (a)Children of Matthew1 and Esther1 (Hester), born 

in Boston, include: Matthew2 /5, born June 9, l659; Nathaniel2, born March 23, 1664, 

and Esther2, born March 2, 1665. 

 

Another of the name appears in Woodbridge, New Jersey, who was undoubtedly the child of 

Matthew and Esther. This is strongly borne out in the record of the birth of a child to Hannah2 

Loofbourrow, a daughter. 
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of Hester1 Bunn. Possibly there was a Miles of this family. French, however contends after 

diligent study, that Miles was a son of Matthew2. At any rate the apparent ancestor of "our line" 

of Bunns was Matthew2 and this is the particular family ancestry that this writer will pursue. 

 

Matthew2, the oldest son in the family, married Sarah, possibly Sarah Miles. According 

to French, /4 a daughter of John Miles of New Haven, Connecticut who later came to 

Elizabethtown, New Jersey. Sarah joined Matthew2 in the signing of a deed in the 1690's, but 

nothing further has been found about her. 

 

Matthew2 of Woodbridge, New Jersey, listed as Planter and boatman, was the eldest son 

of Matthew1 and Esther1 (Hester) and since his father Matthew1 went to sea and failed to return, 

Mattthew2, after a lapse of years, was required by law to raise the question of -presumption of 

death of his father, since he died intestate and proceed to settle the estate of some 165 acres and 

other properties. This was required by the law of primogeniture, then a law of the Colony of 

East New Jersey. Thus, Matthew2 son and heir executed without consideration other than 

brotherly love and affection, a deed to Nathaniel2, his only brother of record; Esther, his 

mother, came in for her dower rights and the sisters, Esther2 and Hannah2, were considered in 

the settlement of the estate. 

 

Perhaps to close the meager information known about the Matthew1 and Esther1 Bunn 

family other than that of Matthew2, mention should be made of the fact that Nathaniel2 was 

apprenticed at the age of sixteen years to Barnard Filder, a potter of Woodbridge, May 1, 1680. 

Later Nathaniel is referred to as a potter. Esther2, the recorded daughter, became the wife of 

Thomas Pike, a distinguished family, one of whose early members was a General and another 

the discoverer of Pikes Peak. 

 

Hannah2, the other daughter, married into the Quaker family of Loofbourrow, friends of 

General Lafayette as has been before mentioned. 

 

Returning for a last glance and a summary of the records relating to Matthew2;  he was 

born June 9, 1659, at Boston. The date of his death is unknown. It probably occurred at 

Woodbridge, New Jersey, the vicinity in which he resided since he was about eight years old. In 

the year 1695 his wife Sarah joined him in a deed. (Sarah apparently could not write, for she 

made her mark) Matthew2 is recorded as being the father of four children, Sarah is presumed to 

have been their mother. These children were Miles3, William3, Mary3, and Matthew3. 

 

Miles3 is recorded as having a family of seven children. His wife was Mary, the children 

in order of their births were: Eunis4, Mary4, Sarah4, Rhodu4, Miles4, Nathaniel4, and William4. 

Apparently this family was Quaker, or became Quakers, for they moved from Woodbridge in 

1721, and were not heard of in West New Jersey until in 1735. Miles3 then held "Society 

Lands" under lease. Mary is believed to have married Benjamin Force, Sr. ï Reference Charles 

N. French in unpublished data. 
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Replica of an Early Herb Garden 

 

Perhaps the herb garden of Esther (Hester). wife of Matthew ("Skipper") Bunn, and "herb" 

doctor was very similar. Herbs were common in the typical early pioneer's garden. Only plants 

useful in cooking and medicine were encouraged. Blooms were of secondary importance 
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Matthew3 was a corporal in the war against Indians in Maine. Uncertainty surrounds 

whom he married, but indications are that he married Elizabeth Smith. - Reference Charles N. 

French in unpublished data. 

 

However, William3 is the third generation in America's ancestral line of our family. 

Thus, this is the line that will be pursued from the misty past. William3 was probably born 

about 1672, in Woodbridge. He apparently mixed in public affairs at least to some extent and 

was recognized as a responsible citizen. One reference refers to William Bunn, Gentleman - he 

is recorded as having witnessed wills at Woodbridge in 1706 and 1721. He was also one of a 

committee selected to inventory the personal estate of John Robinson of Middlesex county, 

April 25, l705. He is also mentioned as one of the first settlers of Piscataway and Woodbridge 

1709 by Genealogist Monnette. He is recorded as having died December 5, 1730 (Archives of 

New Jersey Wills). 

 

From the Archives of New Jersey are the following additional facts: William Bunn, 

gentleman, will l730, November 11; proved December 7, 1730, Middlesex County, New Jersey. 

 

Names wife Sarah, sister of John Langstaff of Piscataway; Sons: Joseph4 1710, Micajah4 

1721, Sarajah4 1721, Ruben4 1723(Reuben); Daughters: Lois4 1725, Hannah4 1727, Jean4 1729 - 

all under age. 

 

His will mentions land in Woodbridge; home farm on South Branch of the Rahway 

River and personal Property. The above children are mentioned. The will of his wife Sarah 

(Langstaff) Bunn made after William's3 death enumerates same children; namely: (1) Joseph4 

Bunn, mentioned in records of Burlington County, New Jersey; (2) Micajah4 Bunn, witnessed 

will in 1748 at Woodbridge; (3) Joshua Bunn4, will 1775; (4) Sarajah4 Bunn, will 1775 ; (5) 

Ruben4 (Reuben) Bunn, married June 18, 1744, at Woodbridge, Rachel Place; (6) Lois4; (7) 

Hannah4; (8) Jean4. 

 

Joshua3 Bunn, born in 1712, purchased land in March, 1738, during reign of George II 

of England, near Pennington, N.J. He had the following children: (1) Jonathan4, born 1744, 

only of that left issue; (2) William4, a trader in the West Indies - died in Nova Scotia; (3) 

Joseph4, died in Pennington, N.J.; (4) Deborah4, married Nathaniel Temple, died young; (5) 

Nathaniel4, died young. 

 

An interesting account about Jonathan5, eldest son of Joshua4, a soldier in the Revolutionary 

War and the old homestead of Joshua4, located a mile north of Pennington, New Jersey and 

inherited by Jonathan appears in the history of the Bunn Family Published by Romanzo Norton 

Bunn of Chicago. Summing up the story, the house and farm were twice occupied by the 

British Army as their headquarters. Jonathan was arrested and taken before Lord Cornwallis for 

a trial but he escaped imprisonment by a fortunate accident. The home for more than a hundred 

and fifty years carried several souvenirs of the visits of the red coats, as well as many other 

curios of the colonial time. 

28 



LIGHTING ANCESTRAL LAMPS 
 

Sarajah4, fourth son, mentions wife Hannah in a will and children: Thomas5, Sarajah5 who was 

an enlisted man in the colonial military forces in 1758. He was a mason by trade. 

 

The records of Joseph4, first son of William3, and Micajah4, the second son, are very 

fragmentary. Nothing is known of Lois4 and Hannah4 and Jean4 other than the mere mention 

that they were daughters of William3. Nevertheless, all of the above names occur and re-occur 

in following generations of Bunns scattered widely over America. 

 

But Ruben4 (Reuben) is the direct ancestor of Southern Illinois Bunns to whom is given 

special emphasis in this study. Ruben4 Bunn (William3, Matthew2, Matthew1) was born at 

Woodbridge, New Jersey, about 1723. He probably resided in Dutchess County, New York, 

about 1750 according to Charles N. French, research genealogist. William Benton Bunn, Sr.8, 

father of the writer of this discourse, remembered a traditional story that either his great 

grandfather or great-great-grandfather's name was Ruben (Reuben). This fact has been cleared 

that Reuben4 was his great-great-grandfather. Reuben4 married Rachel Place, June 19, 1744, in 

Woodbridge, New Jersey. Benjamin5, William5 and Reuben5 are known to have been born to 

this union. Names of other children, if any, are not definitely known. However, one John Bunn 

was an enlisted man in Dutchess County, New York, militia under Col. Morris Graham, in the 

Revolution. Joshua Bunn and Barnes Bunn were enlisted men of Col. John Lamb's Artillery, 

second regiment in the Revolution. These may have been sons of Reuben. On the other hand, 

they or some of them may have been nephews of Reuben. Barnes Bunn is shown by Stryker /6 

to have also served in New Jersey. He was wounded in the Battle of Quebec. Finally reports 

disclose that he was transferred by the pension department from Sussex County, New Jersey, to 

Montgomery County, Indiana, in 1832. 

 

However, the Revolutionary War record of William5, son of Reuben4 has been 

discovered. 

 

The following is a facsimile of the item proving the fact found on page 809, Volume II - 

Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors. 

 

"Bunn, William, New Jersey. Return of man enlisted in Continental Army from Col. 

John Cushings (2nd Plymouth Company) regiment, dated September 1, 1778; residence, 

New Jersey, enlisted from town of Scituate, Massachusetts; joined Captain Stephen 

Sewel's Company; Col. William Lee's regiment; enlistment 3 years. Reported mustered 

out by James Leonard, Muster Master." /7 

 

The above William5 Bunn, born at Rahway or Woodbridge, N.J., served three years in 

the Revolutionary War. After being mustered out, he returned to East New Jersey. Later, 

perhaps about 1798, he removed to Satilla, Pennsylvania. His wife was Ann Jaques. They were 

buried at Satilla, Pa. 
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Children of William5 and Ann (Jaques) Bunn were: (1)Mary6; (2) Nathan6; (3) Miles6; (4) Ann6 

and Moses6. Nothing is known of Reuben5, the son of Reuben4. Neither is there any further 

information available about Rachel Place, wife of Reuben4. Reuben4 and Rachel Place-Bunn 

are direct ancestors of the numerous Southern Illinois Bunn families. The first Benjamin, 

Benjamin5, son of Reuben4 and family's records are fairly clear. A further account of this family 

is given in Chapter 7. 

 

/1  Number of generations in America 

 

/2  Charles French - from unpublished data. Charles Newton French, relative by marriage 

to the Southern Illinois Branch of the Bunn family. Acknowledgment is made of data 

supplied by French for this chapter. 

 

/3  Ellis, History of the Bunn Family of America, Chicago, published by Romanzo N. 

Bunn, 1928. 

 

/4  Charles N. French, before mentioned in unpublished data. 

 

/5  (a) Matthew2 and others - second American generation of the name Bunn 

 

/6  Stryker - a genealogist. 

 

/7  Reuben of the fourth American generation. 
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Chapter VI 

 

AN INTERLUDE: INTERESTS OF COLONIAL 

AND U.S.A. ANCESTORS INTERLOCKED 
 

For five rugged pioneering generations covering one hundred twenty-five years of 

colonial history and a like period from the Declaration of Independence down to the twentieth 

century, the family bearing the surname Bunn, were a pioneering people. The male ancestors, 

along with the numerous maternal ancestors who married into the Bunn family over this 

relatively long formative period of America, have carved an admirable name for posterity to 

review and ponder over. 

 

As an avocation Charles N. French, Chicago lawyer and Bunn family researcher for the 

greater part of his life, tried to unravel the history of the English Bunnsô from the time the first 

ancestors landed in America and through generation after generation until he could link them 

into a complete chain. He succeeded. 

 

The work of French indicates that the current descendants of this early American family 

can well be proud of their ancestors. They are not in the least unusual, but rather an ordinary, 

dependable, trustworthy, pioneering kind of people - typical of those early families that made 

America the kind of nation it is today. 

 

Certainly the acts and services of the pioneers cannot justly be measured without 

considering their educational, social, and political situations, as well as their facilities for moral 

business or political development. These early people had varying habits, tastes, and activities. 

Their mental and physical characteristics were different, their struggles with each other varied, 

and their reverses and successes in their value among their fellow men. 

 

These early people progressed in spite of their social, industrial, and educational 

disadvantages. Many of them were earnest, enthusiastic, brimming over with life, full of 

energy, and confidence. 

 

They were supposed to have largely come to America where they could worship as they 

pleased. Once over here, however the economic motive seemed frequently to have outdistanced 

the religious motive. They had to make a living for themselves or give up in disgrace. Thus the 

early pioneer soon spread out and left the relatively poor soil of the first settled colonies and 

searched in distant areas for cheaper and more fertile lands. Members of the Bunn family must 

be included among this number. Distant pastures looked greener to a true pioneer. There was 

room for all in nature's primeval wilderness; thus the aggressive, progressive head of the 

household was frequently on the move, looking, looking. A capable and industrious farmer with 

initiative could often obtain hundreds of acres at a nominal cost, particularly if he could, by 

settlement, draw a colony after him. For instance, the Bunns of the first generation who settled 

in southern Illinois, entered land directly from the government at a cost of only $1.25 per acre.  
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Here was the new Eldorado for them. The soil was fairly fertile, streams and springs were 

abundant, timber was of first quality, and deer, wild turkey, partridges and other game were 

abundant. Even fishing was good. Once a location was established, the pioneer settled built a 

humble cabin with the aid of neighboring settlers and a home frequently in the wilderness was 

established. If health permitted and industrious habits prevailed, the pioneer was on his way 

toward earning his mark in the wide open spaces. 

 

Truly these early years were isolated and frequently rough. There was little social 

comfort and relaxation beyond what the secluded family might find in each other. But these 

pioneer fathers of ours had strong muscles and stout hearts. They were devoted to their families, 

their homes, and their work. There was little of elegance or polish in life, work, or manner. 

They were contented, yet ambitious. They looked for the rising sun on the morrow. They 

sought comfort rather than luxury. The mothers, grandmothers, and all the rest of the maternal 

ancestors were equally brave-hearted, industrious, and hopeful. They were devoted to their 

husbands, their families, and their homes. They worked with hand, heart, and head, often 

neglecting health for their husbands, children, and homes. This made the mother in the home a 

powerful influence toward family affection and a great fact in the family's success or 

mediocrity. The pioneer men by and large, realized that they had a reputation to make or keep. 

Seldom were there drones or idlers. The pioneer had unbounded confidence in the future of 

America, After the Revolutionary War, he ardently supported the republic that he often had a 

part in establishing. Later he allied himself with a political party. The pioneer Bunns were 

strong in their convictions that it was their privilege and duty to vote. A pioneer was proud of 

his people. He was proud of the vastness of his country and the manner in which people from 

everywhere came to settle in his great country. 

 

Perhaps, however, he did not realize nor even imagine the rapid and enormous growth 

of America that took place during the late colonial and post revolutionary period. National pride 

probably made him boastful. He was aggressive; he had to be to live and get along. His motto 

was: "Our Country, right or wrong." He was courageous and hopeful, not quarrelsome but 

opinionated. He had but little and sometimes, no "book learning." 

 

Some of the familyôs forbearers, not too many generations removed, could neither read nor 

write, particularly the maternal ancestors. They signed deeds, wills and other valuable papers 

with "their" mark, but even so, they possessed sound judgment - "horse sense" as many of them 

called their reasoning. 

 

Pioneers by and large were direct and practical. Frequently they could express themselves 

clearly, fluently, and forcibly upon all matters within range of personal experience. They could 

prove their religious doctrines, and sometimes their Political by Apostolic blows and knocks, if 

occasion demanded. The pioneer was a good talker - never Lacked for words. "A fluent 

speaker" was the comment made by an early resident whom this writer knew, about his 
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great grandfather, a local Methodist Minister. As a youngster this writer heard his father, who 

had very little formal schooling, express himself in community gatherings most intelligently 

and forcefully on public affairs of the day. Certainly he expressed himself much better than 

those of a generation or two later that bad experienced the privilege of much more formal 

educational training. 

 

Why could they perform so nobly? The answer is clear - they were "blue bloods" - 

leaders. But because of the pioneer environment in which they lived, they lacked the 

opportunity to extend their leadership prowess but little further than their immediate 

neighborhood. Their character and heritage was excellent. 

 

These pioneers over the centuries were tenacious of their rights, not quarrelsome but not 

afraid to assert or defend them. Pioneers almost without exception had no reverence for titles or 

estates even though their forbearers were frequently endowed. A typical pioneer was ready for 

any trade which would better the condition of himself or his family. He was hospitable, a good 

neighbor; helpful, sympathetic, open hearted, and a generous friend in the hour of sickness and 

trouble. 

 

The more Progressive looked ahead' planned for tomorrow and for the years ahead. 

Each year, more acres were cleared and planted. Fruit trees were planted, home gardens grown; 

herds and flocks became a reality. As these situations began to become a reality, he no longer 

felt the anxiety for the future of his usual.ly rapidly increasing family. As he had others in the 

community became successful, other frontiersmen settled in the neighborhood. Grist and saw 

mills were setup; blacksmith shops started; farm houses were built with plastered walls and 

windows of glass. Tavern keepers, blacksmiths and artisans of every field were drawn to the 

community centers. At "cross roads" general stores sprang up, and the comforts of homes 

increased. 

 

Religious societies were organized and meeting places established. Frequently there was 

a yen among the leadership, especially if they and some of their close ancestors had 

experienced some "book learnin", to want to establish schools. These early folks wanted the 

next generation to get an education in order that the oncoming men and women of the 

community might "have it easier than they, and at the same time be prepared to keep up with 

the fast moving world. The early schools were ñsubscription" or private schools. The teacher of 

the old school master type boarded around among his subscribers. Certainly they were very 

elementary in training and thinking, but they were a step in the direction of formal education. 

 

Through privations and hardships, coupled with a determination to succeed, these 

pioneers brought for themselves and their families, individual success. Individual successes, 

when banded together, brought community development and success. This is the crude and 

painful manner through which our America grew and developed during the centuries of 

necessary pioneering. 
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Our people, the Bunns, and the numerous maternal families over the generations who 

married into the Bunn family, were not the high brass, except in rare instances, but rather foot 

soldiers who helped build America. These old established familiesô stemming far into colonial 

times can rightly be termed ñfamilies of note". Certainly their wholesome, preserving, and 

successful records constitute a challenge to their numerous descendants to do their best. 

 

And now, let's review a list of the clan who served in the Revolutionary War and also 

learn more about those ancestors who lived during this great struggle for freedom and the long 

and interesting period that followed. 

 

John Charles Bunn9 (Harrison8, Solomon7, Benjamin6, Benjamin5, etc.) copied from the 

records of the Congressional Library in Washington, D. C., a list of those Bunns who served in 

the Continental army between the years 1757 and 1783. This list follows: 

 

Thomas Bunn, 1757 - Conn. 

Barnes Bunn, 1775 - New Jersey 

Paul Bunn, 1775 to l783 - Middletown, Conn. 

Jacob Bunn, Sgt., 1775 - New York 

Jacob Bunn, Private, 1775 - New York 

John Bunn, Corporal, 1775 - New York 

John Bunn, Private, l775 - New York 

John Bunn, Private, l775 - New York 

Joshua Bunn, Private, 1775 - New York 

Nathaniel Bunn, Private - Brookfield, Mass. 

Samuel Bunn, Private - Brookfield, Mass. 

Nathaniel Bunn, Private - Rekoboth, Mass. 

*Wil liam Bunn, Private - New Jersey, 

* Wi lliam was a brother of Benjamin5 
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CHAPTER VlI 
 

The Story of Benjamin 

of Poughkeepsie, New York 
 
  For many years the acme of any information about the parents or brothers or sisters of 

Reverend Benjamin, /1 the patriarch of the Southern Illinois Bunns remained a mystery. 

Members of previous generations who were acquainted with Benjamin of Poughkeepsie and his 

family had long ago died. However, Arley Earl Bunn10, (Joseph9. Harrison8, Solomon7, 

Benjamin6, Benjamin5, etc.) became intensely interested in his family history and genealogy 

during the nineteen hundred twenties. In his searches for family ancestral information he 

located a record of the Benjamin5 of Poughkeepsie family history written by Aaron7, 

(Benjamin6, Benjamin5). This record was found with the aid of Lora Landgraver Baird, grand-

daughter of Aaron7 in her parentsô home at Olney, Illinois. A photostatic copy of the original 

record was made by Charles N. French, Chicago family researcher. A copy is included on the 

following page. 

 

This record is perhaps the most valuable early individual record of Bunns that has been 

preserved in writing. Not only the usual information of births and deaths appear, but in 

addition, names of places and explanatory phrases are shown connecting Benjamin5 with 

numerous descendants. Thanks to Arley Earl Bunn for his alertness and thoughtfulness in 

preserving this record. 

 

Benjamin5, designated of Poughkeepsie, son of Ruben4, William3, Matthew2, Matthew1, 

was born in Middlesex County, New Jersey, about 1740-1742. He married Elizabeth, probably 

Elizabeth Seely, daughter of Ephraim Seely. The Archives of New Jersey, Series II, Vol. 22, 

page 411 - gives an account of the Will of Ephriam Seely. The will mentions - "daughter 

Elizabeth6, and home, farm, and mills". At any rate, the first child born to this union was a 

daughter, "who lived but a few months". The second child was Seely6, a son born August 1, 

1765, Poughkeepsie, New York. This is further proof that Benjamin's5 wife's maiden name was 

Seely. Frequently the eldest son bore the maiden name of the mother, especially during that 

current historical period. Seely6 became a Methodist minister of considerable renown. A further 

account of his life will be given later in this chapter. Phebe6, third child, was born August 10, 

1768, in the old home county of the New Jersey Bunns, Middlesex. This county was located in 

that of the state known as "East Jersey" from the earliest colonial days. The next four children, 

Miles6, born July 17, 1771 ; Deborah6, born October 10, 1773; Margaret6, born August 23. 

1775; and Mary6, born November 26, 1777 , were all born in the Pennsylvania wilderness in the   

present county of Huntingdon, probably near Saltillo. According to French, Benjamin5 was a 

member of a colony that went to Pennsylvania, Huntingdon County, to mine and mill lead for 

revolutionary bullets.                
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