Eig?\tim} |
@nceotral
ﬁampzy

by Wiiliam Benton Bunn

A GENEALOGICAL HISTORY

OF THE
BunNN AND RELATED FAMILIES

J

e/

4%(aﬁzlz A%Q Vb <l

-
€. !

5% ,Jf/; L1450

Lithographed October 1954

by

Li-Co. Art and Letter Service
Springfield, Illinois



William Benton Bunn®i Author

-1954-



Contents

FORWARD ........ ... . . 4
1. AN INTRODUCTION - OURNAME.......... ... ... 5
2. BUNN - HOW DID THIS SURNAME ORIGINATE? ........ . 8
3. BACKGROUNDS- FOREBEARERS IN ENGLAND... ...  ..... 11
4. SIGNIFICANCE COAT OF ARMS - THE FAMILY OF BUNN . .... . 16
5. EARLY FOREBEARERS IN AMERICA . .. e e .21
6. AN INTERLUDE - INTERESTS OF COLONIAL AND

U. S. A. ANCESTORS INTERLOCKED. . . .. e e . 32
7. BEN JAMIN OF POUGHKEEPSIE, NEW YORK . ... C e 35
8. BENJAMIN, PATRIARCH SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
BUNNCLAN ....... o, 42
9. THE HYATT LINE AGE BECAMEBUNNKIN...... ...... 60
10. HYATT7, EARLY PIONEER OF OHIO AND ILLINOIS ..  ..... 64
11. HAZARD, A DISTINGUISHED FAMILY ENTERS  ......... 71
HAZARD SUPPLEMENT ........ ... ... ..... 81
12. WILLI AM BENTON, SENIOR - A MAN WITH A PURPOSE ...... 85
13. BOWERS, A PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH FAMILY BOWSIN....... 89
14. THE WILLIAM BENTON BUNN, SR. AND F  ANNIE BOWERS
BUNN FAMILY . ... ... L 102
15. ACONCLUDING SUMMARY .............. Cee 119

APPENDEX . ...... ... ... ... ... Cee 119



Forword

Perhaps | am Lighting Ancestral Lamps
primarily to satisfy my own personal desires.

As a small boy, | used to pull my chair close
to that of my father's or cuddle on his lap and
listen to his well -tol d tal es o Mmedowsnd

about his people. Then, as | grew older, | began
to realize that | possessed a great family herit -
age.

The Bunns, Haz(z)ards, Hyatts, Seelys, as

well a s my maternal ancestors, the Bowers,
Browns, Ulrichs , and Brumbaughs are names of
old and respected American families. The spark

of interest continued these many years, as |

tried to learn more abou t my people.

| shall now record, at least in fragmentary

form, a limited history and genealogy of my

direct ancestry. Admittedly, parts of the re -

cording delve so far into the dim past that it has

little practical value. Nevertheless, | am certain

that this register satisfyds a | audabl e
less curiosity - at least, for me.

It is my hope that this recording will also

serve as a kind of inspirational ancestral me -
morial. Lighting Ancestral Lamps is dedicated

to that vast number of direct ancestors who,

over the centuries, proudly bore the name, Bunn,

or that of a related family through marriage, in

Europe, the British Isles, and America.

William Benton Bunn



CHAPTER |

An Introduction Our Name

Do you remember on e of the very first things you learned? Perhaps you
have forgotten . Doubtless, it was your name ! It became the symbol oft hat
you have become, or w ill yet become.

Your surname came from th e family line; anoth er name or two were added as

a given name.

Your name is one of the most valuable possessions. It represents what you
and | stand or fall for. It is con nected with us while we live. Loving
hearts will probably h ave it carved upon our tombstones.

Since our names are very important, let's ponder over our name for a few
min utes. According to the Bible, "A good name is rather to be chosen than
great riches.” This evidently means that the piling up of rich es at the

expense of one's good name is a poor bargain.

Speaking from experience, our parents are usually concerned when their
children begin to "go out in society”. Many a time the writer 's father
admonished him, as h e left the hearthside of his home to return to
school, with words such as, 'Son, do not brin g dishonor to your name.
Remember you are a Bunn." In this modern day such a comment would
probably date a parent as belonging to that ofa past generation or,
Per haps, classify him as being severe -- maybe even Puritanis tic.

Never theless it was sage adv ice and served as a "power of suggestion" for

the offspring to remember when temptations came along.

Just as reputa tion is the shadow of character, S0 our names become the
sha dows of our personal honor.

What our ances  tors made or u nmade of themselves was not only re flected on
their lives, bu t has carried forward to the lives of futu re generations.
How thankful those of Our Name can be w hen th e researcher untangles the
back - lashes of the dim past, and as yet finds a clean, honorable, and
good name. A study of numerous past generations soon discloses that our
direct ancestors never had great riches. On the other hand, abundant

proof has be  en found over the centuries that the bearers of ou r Name

possessed charac  ter an d a respect for their name.

The people of our n ame can rightly be classified as Abraham Lincoln

classified his people in his autobiography when he said, "My recent

ancestors ar e fr om substantial, but not from families with brilliant

records. They belong to the masses. Nevertheless' they were the kind that
chiseled out America." /1
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Daniel Webster proudly commented about those of his name. We can do
likewise about ours. Said Webster, "There is a moral and philosophical

respect for our ancestors which elevates the character and improves the
heart."

Probably these kind words could not have been truthfully said about the
fo r bearers of our Name if til e had not held the name of names above all
the name of Christ  Jesus. None has ever touched the heights of living as
did he. Those of our name had a profound belief in Christian religious
worship lon g before they came to America. Several of them were crus aders
in the 13th century. The religious trait has continuously carried down
throu gh the numerous generations. It spearheaded the motive to live up to
AOur Name."

Not many months ago, a poor beaten, whipped man went to a mission on
Madison Street in Chica go. A few days later some of his old pals, asked
him where he had been staying lately. He replied, fil've been over to the

mission. Now, | have a new name to live up to."

The poem entitled, "The Men of America" seems quite fitting with which to
concl ude this introduction. It is filled with the | anguage of a stockman.
But since many of Our Name are farmers, or closely asso ciated with

farming and stock raising, all will understand  the admonishment of the

poet toward continuing and improving our name,

To the Men of America 12

You talk of your breed of cattle,
And plan for a higher strain,
You double  th e food of the pasture,
You heap up the measure of grain;
You draw on the wits of the nation,
To better the barn and the pen;
But what are you doi ng my brothers,
To better the breed of men ?

You boast of you Morgans and Herefords,
Of the worth of a calf or a colt,
And scof f at the scrub and the mongrel,
As worthy a fool or a dolt;
You mention the points of your roadster,
Wth many a"whe refore" and, when,
But, ah, are you appraising, my brothers,
The worth of the children of nmen?
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You talk of your roan - colored filly,
Your heifer so shapely and sleek,

No place sha Il be filled in your stanchions ,
By stock that's unworthy or weak.

But what  of the stock of your household ?
Have they wandered beyond your ken?

O, what is revealed in the round - up
That brands the daughters of men?

And what of your boy? Have you measured
His needs for a growing year ?
Does your mark as his sire, in his features,
Mean less than your brand on a steer ?
Thoroughbred -- that is your watchword,
For stable and pastu re and pen;
But what is your word for the homestead?
Answer, you breeders. of men!

Much of th e inform ation about those early generations of the Bunn lineage
would have been gone forever had it not been for the interest and
persevering research of the late Charles N. French over his lifetime.

French was interested in tracing the Bunn lineage because his wi fewas a
Bunn. O ver the years he coll ected an enormous amount of valuable

material. However, death came before he organized and prepared the

material for publication. 13

Fortunately Arley Earl Bunn who for many years had been actively

interested in the Bunn genealogy came into possession of the French

collection. This source material lent to the writer made the completeness
of this volume possible./4

In addition to the above material the writer is very grateful to Arley

Earl Bunn for making available th e detailed information about the Bunn

family beginning with Benjamin of Poughkeepsie and family (chapter 7) and
Later generations.

Along with th e above acknowledgmen ts the writer would be remiss if he did
not acknowledge the inspiration received from his father about his
paternal family. The writer is particularly glad to record the

information obtaine d from his father. O therwise, much of it would be lost
sooner or later. The author of this volume is th e only living descendant
who recalls most of th e hande d down stories related by his father.

/I Osborn H. Oldroyd, Words of Lincoln, The Mershen Company Press,
Rahway, N.J. - 1895.

/2 Miss Rose Trumbull, Scottsdale, Arizona.

/3 Charles N. French, an attorney who lived in Chicago, husband of Eva
Bunn, daughter of John Hazzard Bunn(8), Benjamin(7), Benjamin(6).

/4 Arley Earl Bunn(10), Joseph(9), Harrison(8), Solomon(7), Benjamin(6)



CHAPTER I

Bunn
How This Surname Originate?

Wtat can be more natural than tha t we should desire to know some thi ng
relating the origin of our surname; when it arose, who first used it and
why. A few comments on the ori gin of personal names, however, is first in
order.

Primitive personal names doubtless originated soon after the invention of
the spoken language, alth ough the date of their first use is lostin the
darkn ess of ages preceding recorded history. For thousands of years

thereafter, first or given names were the only designations that men and
women bore. In the be ginning of histor ic times, when there were

rel atively few people and m an knew his nei ghbor, one title of address was
sufficient. Gradually however, with the passing centuries and the

in creasing complexity of civilized society, a need arose for more

specific designations . While the roots of our system of family names may

be traced to early civilized times, actually the hereditary surname as we
know it today, dates from a time not m uch earlier than nine hundred years
ago.

A surname is a name added to a baptismal or Christian name for the

purpose of maki ng it more specific and of indicating family  relationship
or descent. If classified according to origin, most surnames fall into

four general categories: (l) those fo rmed from the given name of the

father; (2 )those  arisi ng from bodily or personal characte ristics (The
Bunns - meaning good people); (3) those derived from locality or place of
residence (the Hyatts - possibly the Bunns); and (4) those derived from
occupation ( th e Bowers - Bauers: meaning servants of th e soil or farmers).

Slave sand other dependents fre quently  took the name of the irmas ters.
For exam ple, many oft he early Bunnsin America drifted to the Southern
states. The late Charles Bunn of Peoria, prominent stockman and breeder
of Shetland and Hackney poni es and Hampshire hogs, told the writer of

this volume the following story: "one time, | was in Me mphis, Tennessee,
and between trains having time on my hands, | thought wo uld take a walk.
Soon | came to Bunn's Clothin g Store. Since | was proud of my surname,
Bunn, | reasoned that | would walk in and get acquainted wit h perhaps a
distant cousin. | walked in all right, but | was surprised to neet a big
colored man, as black as the ace of spades. | asked if | might see the
proprietor. The negro broadly smiled and graciously remar ked: 'l am the
proprietor, Sir.' That was enough for cousin  Charlie. He quickly excused
himself  as diplomatically as possible and concluded: "From here out, I'm

going to be more careful in looking up prospective relatives. "
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So much for the story -- true, surnames in the sense of hereditary

designation, date in England from about the year 1000 or a little after.

Most of them were introduced from No rmandy. However, there are records of

Saxon surnames prior to the Norman conquest.

By the end of the twelfth century hereditary names had become commam in

England. But as late as 146 5,1t hey were not universal. Certain Irish

outlaws were compelled by law during the reign of Edward V to adopta

surname. As | ate as the be ginning of the nineteenth century, a similar

decree compelled Jews in Germany and Austria  to add a German surname to

th e single names, which they had previously used.

Bardsley in his English Surnames, Their Sources and Significations ,

states, "that the name Bunn, as we have it today , is derived from a

nick name which meant 'Good' or a name derived from peculiarities of

disposition ". [/l The Norman elements is indicated in the chivalrous

sobriquet. Thank goodness the nickname was complimentary; many early

nicknames were not. Further commenting on the name, BardslQuy states
‘Bones, Boonsan dBunns' are variously corrupt ©&dranfeorBos of 0
Ric hard le Bone, Alice le Bonne or William le Boon', equ ivalent to the

earlier Goods."

Bunn, Bunne - asdefin edbyBardsl eyin his works entailed, A Dic tionary
of English and Welsh surnames with special American Instances , originated
from a ni c kebhanme. godd. (Often an expression of endearmentin
the French language) Bon or Bunn was probably sometimes a Christian name

as was frequently the name Good.

There is a possibility that the surname Bunn might have been derived from
and originally designated the place of residence of the bea rer. Such
names were popular in France at an early date and were introduced into
England by the Normans, many of whom were known by the title of their
estates. The surnames adopted by thenobi |ity were mainly of this type.
They were used with the particles de, de la, or del (meaning of, or of

the ).

Sinc e bon, bonne, etc., in French m eans good, one could easily surmise

Bunn might have been derived from th e place of residence or estate of the
good residence or good estate.

In the haze of uncertaint y,asummar Yy ofth e situation appears to point
to the fact that the name Bunn as finally evolved is of French origin.
Very probably the name was deri ved from the word bon or bunne meaning
'good’ as before mentioned. This is the conclusion of the Media Research
Bureau , Washington, D.C. , as well as Charles Newton French, relative of

the Southern lllinois Bunns by marriage, who spent a life
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time collecting genealogical and his torical information on the Bunn
family.

Perhaps the name was transported across the English Channel as a

Christi  an name during or soon after t he Norman invasion in 1066. The name
however; was also commonly used in Germany at an ancient date. Itis

probable that some English famili es as well as American families oft he
name are of German descent. A study of the history of surnames of the

British Il sles by Lauer, st armasamesmae dfterfioN o Teutonic
(Ancient German Tribe) or i gi n 2 dhusthereis the possi bility that the

name Bunn or some corruption or the s pelling might have  originated in

Germany.

Migrations of people could easily have found their way across the

European Continent, thence to Normandy and then across the English

Channel into the Southern Countie s of England, Norfolk, Suffolk,

Middlesex, Esse x, and Kent. Atany rate, the name Bunn is found in

ancient European records extending over several  hundreds of years and

also over early American records in the v arious spellings of Bon, Bonne,

Bonn, Bun, Bun s, Bunns, Bunce, Bunne, Bunn and others. Thela stof the
names mentioned is the most generally used in America today.

Among the early records of the name in England are those of Boone Welle
of County Norfolk in 1 273; those of Walter Buns of Oxfordshire about the
same time; those of John de Bunn of cou nty Sussex in the latter

thirteenth century; those of Rocelin le Bun of Wiltshire at a slightly

later  date; those of Roger or Rogerus Bonne and Johannes or John Bunne of

Yorkshire , about 1379 , and those of Josias Bunn , of Hertfordshire at a
later period. T hese early bearers of the name appear to have been largely
of the British landed gentry and yeomanry.

/1 Bardsley inEngli sh Surnames, Their Sources and Significations

/ 2 Lauer, Surnames of the British Isles

10



CHAPTER Il
Background - Forbearers in England

Britain recently crowned the beautiful and worthy Elizabeth Ilq ueen of
Britain and the Commonwealth , during a magnificent spectacle pattern of
ancient pomp  and pageantry.

The coronation to ok place in Westminster Abbey where for 1 00 years

British sovereigns have been crowned . After two and 1/2 hours of

dignified and pompous ceremony , the Archbishop of Canterb ury gently

| owered the crown of St. Edward to Elizabethoés head
with a great roa7,500 peers & peeresses and he ads of state in the Abbey

cried: AGBDHEAWUEEN. 0o

Thiswas the climax to a long and beautiful religious ceremony, part of
which goes back to the days of Sol omon of Biblical fame.

Millions lined the streets to catch a glimpse of their queen as she rode
along the five mile coronation route in the century old golden ch ariot
drawn by eight beautiful white horses. All along the route came the

continuous and tumultuous roar s; AGOD SAVE THE QUEEN. 0

Motion pictures of this dig nif ied, exquisite, and most ¢ olorful

coronation were flown to America. Great crowds of Americans everywhere,
in cluding the writer and his i mmediate family, rushed to the theaters to
see and catch a bit of the spirit of this gorgeous and dignified ceremony

that meant so much to Britain and the Commonwealth from which our

paternal  forbearers hailed.

This curren  t episode has been inserted primarily to point out that pomp,
ceremony, and tra dition is yet common in Old England. Since the early
bearers of the old families of Bunn, Haz(z)ard, Hyatt , and Seely appear
from early records to have been largely of the earl y British landed

gentry and yeomanry, th ey doubtless had many proud customs and romantic
traditions that bound them to their lord s and kings. Thus, these ancient
forbearers mu  sthav e had rich and interestin g ceremonial experiences.

Our paternal families are known to have been in Engl and man y more
generations than their descendants have been in America. Because of this

long stay of the families in England, the descendants, even thoug h far
removed, might be interested in a brief review about the romantic era of

long ago.

Three situations contributed to the rise of heralding: first, man's natural

desire to improve his personal appearances, which found expression in the
ornamentation of his military equipment; secondly, the need among warriors

who covered their heads and bodies with armor for identifying marks easily

recognizable in the press of battle; and thirdly, the need in an age when

few could write and personal seals served instea d of signatures on official
or private papers for seals of clearly identifiable design.

11
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Heralding was the answer to these requirements of the time, and it came
into general use with remarkable swiftness. From the beginning of the
thirteenth century, princes, nobles, knights, and gentry adopted the custom
and proudly displayed their arms in architectural and household decorations,
in jewelry, and in embroidering, as well as their paraphernalia of war. From
the practice of embroidering the family device on the surcoat worn over the
coat of mail, comes the expression - 'Coat of Arms'.

Inthe ea rliest days of heralding arms were chosen by the bearer to suit his
fancy. Crosses in many forms were adopted in some instances, perhaps to
commemorate service in the Crusades, but more often merely as a symbol of
Christianity. Broad horizontal, vertical, or slanting stripes of vivid
colors across the shield were chosen as being simple to emblazon and easily
recognizable. Beasts, dragons, birds, fishes, the heavenly bodies, trees,

fruit, plants and objects familiar to everyday life of the Middle Ages were

adopted as charges. Lions, eagles, ostriches, and foxes representing the

virtues which the medieval mind attributed to these creatures were

frequently used.

Why true heralding emerged over a substantial number of European countries

at almost identically the same time during the early twelfth century is
largely a matter of conjecture. Nevertheless, the countries of England,

France, Germany, Spain, and Italy are included in this experience. Some

think the First Crusade was largely the reason for it brought kni ghts
together from many lands. This made distinctive badges and colors necessary

for identification. Others are of the opinion that the tournaments which

came with fashion, may have called for them, as athletic contests do now.

Still others lay all the cha rge to a great forgotten inventor. There may be
truth in all the views and yet, hidden truth outside them. The twelfth

century was a great age of renewal after the 'dark ages'. It was a time of

invention and a time when the seed of a happy thought was carr ied far and
quickly to take root and grow in other minds than his who first thought of

it. It, too was the age of the great social system called feudal -- anage
in which society on its secular side was held together by the personal

allegiance of each man to his lord from whom he held his land and under whom

he served in war.

It is likewise; to feudality that heralding owes its second essential

quality, its hereditary character. If service in war was the rent by which

land was held, the right of inheritance by one's natural heir was an
understood condition of feudal tenure. The hereditary succession to the

crown of France or England was not more firmly based in law than that of the
pettiest knightly house to its ancestral fee. (It was an inherited

12
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It is likewise; to feudality that heralding owes its second essential
quality, its hereditary character. If service in wa r was the rent by which
land was held, the right of inheritance by one's natural heir was an
understood condition of feudal tenure. The hereditary succession to the
crown of France or England was not more firmly based in law than that of the

pettiest knigh tly house to its ancestral fee. (It was an inherited right in
that era to lead this man and the duty to follow that man to war) But in
becoming hereditary and linking itsel f to feudal status and service, it
inevitably became a symbol not of the owners iden tity only, but also of his
status. It was knights, not their followers, who needed to be € distinguished
by shields and Coats of Arms. Ther efore, arms in their military aspect

became in practice, a mark of knightly status.

But eventually, Coats of Arms b ecame so numerous that confusion resulted
from the unrestrained adoption or alteration of arms and from the practice
of the feudal lords of allowing favorite followers to use their bearings.
Early in the fifteenth century a proclamation of Henry V pro hibited,
thereafter, in England the assump tion of arms except by inherit ance of a

grant from the Crown.

3. The Complete Coat of Arm S.

The complete composition of a C oat of Arms includes the shield of arms, the
helmet, the crest, the wreat h, the mantling, a nd the motto. The Shield on
which is displayed the a rmorial device, is the most im portant part of the
composition. It represents the ol d knightly shield any may vary in shape
according to the taste of the artist. The Helmet derived like the shield

fromthe  defensive  armor of the knight, is placed above the shield. It may

be used even t hough the Coat of Arms includes no crest. The Crest, principal

access ory of the shield of arms, sur mounts the helmet. Like the shield and

helmet, it has its origin in the acco uterment of the knight who wore on his
helmet as a special mark of distinction, an ornament of painted wood, m etal,
or leather. A Wreath of twisted silk, usually of two colors, wa s commonly
worn on the knight's helmet, surrounding the base of the crest. In

heralding, the wreath appears between the helmet and the cr est as a support

for the crest. It is sometimes replaced by a comer - a- chapeau. The Mantling,
orig inally two pennant - like strips of silk att ached to the top of the

helmet, has in heralding taken th e form of an intricate, conventionalized ,
scroll  work flowing down on both sides of the shield. It is gene rally

believed that the mantling originated during the Crusade as a protection for

the helmet from the sun and weather and that the artist's scrollwork

repre sents the shredding of the cloth by en emy swords. The Motto, which is
inscribed in a scroll placed either above or below the shield, is not an

essential part of the composition. It is not necessarily hereditary and may
be changed at will. Many of th e oldest coats of Arms included neither Crest
nor Motto.

14
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4. The Significance of Heralding Today.

At the present time, many Americans are showing a greater interest than
ever before in family hist ory, genealogical research, and the intimately
related subject of heraldi ng. Genealogy and heralding are now largely
ignored only by those who have no ancestors of whom they  can be proud. Love
of ancestry is certain ly deep rooted in man's nature. Pride of ancestry is
certainly an admirable trait that contributes to healthy self respect and a
stirring am bition to add new honors to the family name. The thoughtful
American of today takes sincere pride in a long line of distinguished
descentan din the heraldic emblems which  testify to the bravery, the

achievement, and the honor of his forbearers.

Proud was he of his name and race,

Of Old Sir William and Sir Hugh,

And in the parlor, full in view,

His Coat - of - Arms well framed and glazen,

Upon the wall in color b lazed.

-- Longfellow

15



Chapter IV
Significance Coat of Arms

The Family of Bunn

The family of Bunn has a Coat - of - Arms. The authority is Burke's "General
Armory" - 1878 edition, p age 14 4. Another recording of the Bunn Coat of Arms
and the Bunn Cres tis found in the book entitled General Armory, England,
Scotland, Ireland, and Wales i Burke London, 1884, page 114. A further
reco rding of the crest in colors is found in Fairbairns Book of Crests - of

the families of Great Britain and Ireland  44th edition, Page 86.

Burke's Armory describes the Arms, Crest, and Motto as follows:

Arms: Argent, on three grieces sable, gules are azure, a cros S
cav alry of the third, in Chief two Crescents gules.

Crest: An ostrich's head argent, collared gules between two palm
branches vert.

Motto: None recorded. Under heraldic law any user of any arms may
adopt and use any motto desired. Most mottos seen in use have been
adopted.

If these heraldic descriptions are translated to modern terms, the
tinct ures, or color tones, describing the Coat of Arms are as follows:

The shield is silver. The three grieces or steps ate of black, red, and
blue in rotation dow nward. The Cross is of red. The ostrich's head is of
silver,; its collar is of red. You will not e in the illustration that the
ostrich has ears . This was the ancient heraldic conception of the bird. The
palm branches are of green. Th e Crest  rests on a wreath of alternate twists
of r ed and silver. The ribbon is of silver; and the Moto, if one is adopt ed
and used, is lettered in red.

A Coat of Arms was used by feudal families in England and elsewhere

during medieval times as a means of iden tification and participation in

events as well as serving as proof to cer tain furnishings and retaining of
the f amily. For instance, the Coat - of - Arms was often stamped on the leather
goods and trappings that a knight used in riding missions of one sort or
another. There was a time in the golden age of heraldry where man

practically had to be a horsem an in order to b ecome a knight. Horses were
earlywa r machinesf orthey provided both power and mobility. A knight

proudly  stamped his Coat of Arms on the le ather goods saddled on his

favorite charger.
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Significance Coat of Arms -The Family of Bunn

But what is the significance of the B unn Family coat of Arms?
Imagi nation, perhaps, has to be brought into pl ay. Even so, a bit of
carefully thought through conjecture probably contains much truth. Records
by Burke are assumed as authentic for the English family of Bunn. /1 Most of
the older arms are recorded, without records of grants. The College of
Heralds was not established until the year 1483, and previous to that year
no r ecords of grants of arms were ke pt. After the establishment of the
college, the officials thereof at tempted to record all arms pre viously used,

but much data was lacking.

The cross cavalry, as well as the crescents borne by the shield, as well
asthe cr estitself, appears to indicate the arms originated during the
period of the crusades. Both the cross cavalry and the crescents were a very
popular device with the C rusaders. These seem to symbol ize victory during
the 3rd Crusade. Th e ostrich's head isa s ymbol of  fleetness. This bird's
head, along wi th the palm branches, was often used by men who participated

in the Crusades.

But why should hordes of these English families of old travel on these
war like missions to the Holy Land? Cer tainly an outward m anifestation of
belief in a supreme or superior being, an almost fanatic piety toward the
preservation of the religion taught by C hrist Jesus, was the motivating
influence. In order to obtain a better understanding of this impelling force
which led them on , and to better understand the effects on the manners and
customs of the people follow ing the Crusades, the following material is
guoted almost verbatim fro m an old book found in the Uni versity of lllinois
Library entitled, " Military and Religious Life in the Middle Ages " by
Lacroix. A careful s tudy of the Bunn family coat of Arms leads one to
strongly surmise that the third Crusade was a strong influence on its
making.

"Jerusalem", says Jaques de Vitry, Bishop of Plotemais in the thirteenth
century, "is the city of cities, the saint of saints, the queen of nations,
and the princess of provinces . She is situated in the center of the world,
in the middle of the earth, so that all men may turn their steps toward her;
she is the patrimony of the patriarcho, the muse of the prophets, the
mistress or the apostle s, the cradle of our salvation, the home of Our Lord,
and the moth  er of the Faith, as Rome is the mother of the faithful. She is
chosen an d hallowed by the Almighty, who pl aced his feet upon her, honored
by the angels, and visited by all the nations of the earth." /2

"Under the influence of this belief it is easy to understand the powerful
interest which, in the eyes of the whole Christian world, was attached toa
corner of the glove so marked with t he impress of the Almighty, and the
object of so much veneration.
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"Pilgrimages, or Crusades, were made to uphold the teachings of Christ.
Efforts were made to stir up Christians against the infidels."

The pontiff repeated the words, in quotations below, which for two centuries
were destined to be the war - cry of the Crusaders, and showed to the excited
crowd the emblem of Redemption. "Let the Cross," he said, "glitter on your

arms and on  your standards! Bear it on your shoulders and on your breasts;

itwi Il become for you the emblem of victory or the palm of martyrdom; it

will ever remind you that Jesus Christ died for you, and that it is you r
part to die for them." /3 All crusaders swore to dedicate their li ves to
avenge the outrages infl icted on Christ and his followers. fiCrusaders 0 isa
title bestowed on the faithful who enrolled themselves under Christ's

banner, and also, that of Crusade, the name given to the holy war.

"In 118 1 the third Crusade was undertak en and Philip Augustus, the King
of France, and Richard, the King of England, whose great deeds in this holy
war obtained for him the surna me of Coeur de Lion, forgetting their own
personal quarrels put th emselves at its head. Frederick Barbarosa, the

Emperor of Germany, joined the undertaking."

After an immense blood shedding experience, and a reduction of the

Christian armies by more than half, th ey returned, bringing with them "moult
de gloure”, (much glory) , butwith out having in reality, obt ained any
material or lasting advantage over the unbelievers who still retained

possession of Jerusalem. A11 in all, there were eight Crusades.

"The effect of the Crusades was nevertheless a complete revolution in the
manners and customs of the West ern nations;the suppression of servitude, the
founding of the free towns, the alienation and the division of the feudal
lands, and the developmen t of the communal systems, were the immediate con -
sequences of the t remendous emigration of men who went forth to fight and
die in Palestine. The nobles ce ased to wage their perpetual private quarrels
knightho od assumed a regular and solemn character. Judiciary duels dimin -
ished, religious orders multiplied and charitable institutions were estab -
lished on every side .Mens minds became more enlightened and their manners
softened under the influence of the growing expansion of science, a rt and
literature; law, natural history, philosophy, and mathematics came to them
in direct descent poetic gems spring up all at once from the imagination of
troubadours , minstrels, and minnesingers. Art, the fine arts particularly,
archi tecture, painting, sculpture, and embroid ery began to unfold their
thou sand wonders. Industry and commerce multiplied a hundred - fold. The
public wealth, which at one time h ad seemed ne arly swallowed up in ruinous
expeditions, and the art of war, as well as the art of navigation, made

immense strides in the direction of progress." /4

/1 Burke, General Armory, En gland, Scotland, Ireland, Wales
/12-4 LaCroix, Military and Religious Life in the Middle Ages
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CHAPTER V

Early Forbearers in America

At the beginning of this chapter we leave O1d England and eventually bring our family name

across the Great Atlantic famerica. Christian names for the first time are recognized

Edward, Matthew. etc. Why did the early Bunnbo
English records, seventeenth century, indicates that they enjoyed a livelihood on a par with the
avaage Englishman of his period. For instance, one Matthew Bunn is listed as a valued and
respected member of St. Gregory (by St. Paul) Parish-1®848cellanea Genealogical Et

Heraldica.

Then why did they leave their native land? According to tradiidd the writer many times

by his father, William Benton Bunn, Sr ., 8/ 1
English Puritan dissenters with the established Church of England. They moved to Holland and
helped establish an English Colony iatlcountry where they could worship as they pleased.

This appears logical for according to history. English migrations of considerable size drifted
into Holland during the early and perhaps up to near the middle of the seventeenth  century.
These peoplattempted to remain English; they established a church near Amsterdam. Many of
the sect remained intact for perhaps sewéimtyyears. But as the writer's father remembered

the story of tradition, his people were very proud of their English ancestryantdd to

remain English. They realized if they continued to live in Holland that future generations would
eventually become Dutch. For their loyalty in O1d England, the family chose to leave Holland,
(why my father didn't know), and return to Englandperhaps they sailed directly to the New
World which afforded them an opportunity to remain an English speaking people. At the same
time, they too, could worship as they pleased.

Edward Bunn a possible first ancestor: At any rate one Edward Bunn (or Bunne) was an early
settler in the Massachusetts Bay Colony as early as 1642. The first American record of him is
found at Nantasket, (now the town of Hull), in 1642, when his agjla proprietor was
acknowledged. In 1662, 30th of October, he gave a deposition stating his age as fifty years, and
indicating that he was born in 1612. One Genealogist James Alfred Ellis who edited the History
of the Bunn Family of America which waslgished by Romanzo Norton Bunn of Chicago,

states, "No doubt he was a native of England ". This probably is correct, but he might have
spent years in Holland. There is no way of proving this point.

The following paragraph relating to the early Edward Bisrfound in the New England

Genealogical iad Antiquarian Register File 929.099 in University oflllinois Library, tenth
floor.
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"Edward Bum, aged fifty years or thereabouts, and Thomali€?, aged forty years or
thereabouts, do testify that ever since we came to Nantasket, to dwell we have possessed
Brewster islands by virtue of the grant of the General court, without any legal molestation of
any kind. and in this manner we have possgs$sem by stinting them as the resbof

commons and by puttingn goats, calves, swine, sheep and legs, and cutting timber and
making ug of the hay. Sworn to in Coufdctober30, 1662

Nataket had twenty housdn July,1644, accading to datadaken by @arles N. French, from
the history of Plymouth, Massachusetts. A church was organized the sanfe le@as.named
thetownof Hullbyod er of t he | arketnane evatkenfaom th€ atyofrthe o .
same name in Yorkshirengland. Theorderand date thereof J dppears as follows: as
Follows;

fil644, 29 May. It is orded tha Natasket shall be called Hub That order refers to the town
whichincludes not only the peninsulauyt nearly # the islands in Boston HarbofFhe
peninsulahowever, is called Naasket,and the sandy stretch orethide of the Atlantic Ocean,
now a renowned resort in summer, is known as Nantasket Beach.

Edward Bunn (Bune) who resided and owned landdiall was the first Ban to locate in the
northernportion of our American Colonies. Nile genealogists agree on this poithtey
disagree and argue at gréaigth as to whether Edward of Mattheathe first of the ancestors
of the English Bunn descendants

Matthew! i Probablyfirst ancestor English Buns:

French /2 atter years and years of reseatishinclined tothink that MatthewEnglishmen,
Mariner, gentleman, first @sident of Boston in the Colony of Massachudg#ig and later a
prominent residnt of Wodalbridge in East New Jerseys the firstancestor. Matthew andife
Esther (believed to be a Miles) wendang in Boston, June 9, 165&hen the birth of a son
Matthew was recorded. Two other children of Matthew and Estheeewededn Boston;
namely, Nathaniel, borMarch 23, 1664, and Esth March 21665.

Several others of the namepear in Woodbridge , New Jerseho were undoubtedly children
of Matthew and Esthér. Ellis, genealogist for Romamn Bunn, Chicagopublisher of a history
of the BunnFamily,s t at e s t h a tycertdin that Willam, Miea, artd ptleees karly in
Woodbridgewere sons of Matthew and Esther. / 3

Matthew! was a mariner born about the year 1635, commorlylcaSkipp 8 r 6 Bunn .
According totradition, he cam across to America ims own ship and was finally lost at sea.
Whether he came from Holland (English Colony therein) directly to Boston or whether he came
from
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England is unknown.@omon Buni7 in conversation with Charles Rrenchstated that the
emigrant ancestorf the Bunn name was a sailand that he came to America in his own ship
and was finally lost at sea7. Solomon, howed&t,not know how many generations back the
emigrant grant ancestor existed. This apparenfgviarable proof that Matthewvas the
emigrant ancestor.

Returning to the mooted question as teethier Matthewwas kin, tathe early Edward, Savage
a recognized geneaaical historian, intimates early wtrat Matthew was aos of Edwardput
thenamedoes ot appear inorisEhereanrEdwars in Matthelaiily or for
manyfollowing generations. Monnette, Lésgeles, a genealogist of nogtates, "There is no
record or concrete evidence that MatthemnB ofBoston and later Woodbridge. N.wasa

son of Edward." Finally heomments"not proven, but probablyThus, this writer shall
proceed under the assumption that Matthew igthigrant ancestor of the Bufemily line
followed in this boé&.

Since no death record of Matthklas beetocated coupled with thestablishment fact that he
was a mariner, one can assume that he must have been lost at sea. His wife(Estékr
Hester in New Jerseyjade indentures in 1680, in regard to apprenticeship of her son,
Nathaniel. At thisitne she described heaif as a widow; however, hdower was not
recognized unwilling thereafter wdh indicates death wasesumed. This situation lends favor
to the traditimm that this firsemgrant ancestor was lost at sea.

Matthew and his family prbably located in Woodbridge about 16&bssiblyhowever, he

was there on differerdccasions a year or two before. It is probably, since he was a mariner,
that he became acquainteith the land about New York Cityirough voyages made to that
port. Atany rate he finally settled at Woodbridge, New Jersey, just west @nSt&and. There,
in 1670, he received several grants in that town where he was referred to as "mariner” of
Boston. These grants incded a house lot of eleven acres; A2€es of botim land on Raritan
River; 25 acres of Raritameadow; another 5 acre meadwact; and 4 acres additional
meadow of Papiack Creek. Thesedtionsndicate that these lands are in the present town of
Raritan, then part of Woodbridge.

Apparently,John Woodtridge, a minister, born in Wiltshire, England, in 1613, and who had
settled at Newbury, Massachusetts, in 1634, led about 30 persons (families) to the vicinity of
Woodbridge at the solicitatioaf Philip Carteret, Governor of the Proeeand cousin of &i
GeorgeCarteretwho with Lord John Berkeley, joint Lords Proprietorge land wa

purchases, not taken by foréeym Indians in 1664 (probablyf the Raritan tribe) by John

Boyel, Daniel Denton, Lake Wakin, arathers

Although the charter went inteffect immediately after it was grantdtdwas not until
December 71672, that MatthewBunn, marinerwas among the freeholders supposed to be
actual settlers to whom patemtsre granted in 1670. Others, some of whom we shall hear
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more about later or their descendents who intermarried with the Bunns, included Daniel
Pearce, John Pike, John French, Mason, Samuel Haynes, and Henry Jaques.

In July, 1673, a fleet of Dutch vessels captured New York and Newy,Jbtgea treaty
between England and Holland the following year restored the provinces to England. Philip
Carteret was again appointed governor.

According to records listed under Woodbridge and vicinity by Joseph W. Dadiytoatn
meeting: "On August 27. 1669, it was resolved that Strawberry Hill should be pateated as
perpetual sheep commofa" Matthew Bunn and others were appointed to divide it.

Again records disclose that "Matthew Bunn and Ephriam Andrews wkyeted as deputies
to the General Assembly, 1676, from Woodbridge."

Since nothing has been found to the contrary, it appears that Magheived long enough
to fulfill the duties of his office. That period of public service, however, is the &stlfor him
as being active in the affairs of the Colony. It is believed he died shortly thereafter. Esther
subscribed as "widow" as early 8880 but the dower in tHands of Matthewwas not
assigned to her until 1690, long enough to satisfy tesymption of death if he werlest at
sea. Actual knowledge of death at sea is not available; however, the above manner as outlined
i n deposing of his estate indicates that the
at seao i s factery probably a

It is interesting, but humiliating to note how little is known of the early female ancestors.
Only fragmentary evidence exists in most instances. None is available in others about these
worthy souls. They bore large families, largely cadiem, managed their households, were
with rare exception servants of their husbands, who in turn were the Lords of the family. In
other words, the wives of white men in the early days were not treated very differently from
that of the squaws among thelian tribes. There was great inequality of sexes. What
wonderful progress has been made by the mothers of our race over these years!

The maiden surname of the wife of MattHésvnot definitely known. Her first namas has
been mentioned before, wsther(Hester) Doubtless she and the mothers of the many
generations which followed did as much and probably in some instances, more toward rearing
the family, building of character, and promoting progress among the generations than the male
ancestorsilt is certainly unfortunate that historical records are so meager about those splendid
pioneer women. It is believed, however, that Esther's maiden name was Miles or Myles. French,
lifetime Bunn genealogical research student, is of the opinion that Esikeéhe daughteaf
Joseph Miles who came ovieom London to Boston in 1633 on the ship "Mary and John."
This Joseph Miles took the oath of supremacy and allegiance March 24, 1633.
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THE FAMOUS STATUE GLOUCHESTER, MASS DEDICATED TO
ATHEY THAT GO DOWN TO THE SEA I N SHIP
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in London for passage to Americehdre was a Ruben (Reuben) Milesa subsequent Miles
family which migtt indicate from whence the narflRuben™ came into the Burfamily later

on. The name Miles was agently a revered one among many subsequent Bunn generations
for it occurred frequently for many generatiolmsfact, the name has persistedhe 9th and
probably 10th genations, e.g. Hyatt Miles BurAt Records have not been followed as to the
placethe church had in theves of the pioneer Miles; however,rgaand incomplete records
indicate that this early family held the ¢hh in high esteem. Deacons andaisters were
frequently listed among them.

Commenting further on Esther, wife of Matthew, probably a Mtlas,forbearer was
recognized asre'herb" doctor by her neighboasd friends. Very frequently leading mature
women of the colonial angbung statehood period were looked to by thepe ofa
neighborhoods being very helpful toward curing "ager" (chills), and fevers, thinthi@dplood
as springtime approached and in divers other ways thnargbus and sundry concoctions of
herbs. Apparently Esther, frequentgcorded as Hester in latgears while she lived in New
Jersey, was woman adept at this sort of thing. Gge Washington, our first Prent, had a
wonderful herb garden at Mt. Vernon. Perhaps, ancetgster had one negrd hundred years
before at her home farm in NelerseySome of these early pioneer women, and those of much
laterperiods for that matter, served ascatled midwives at childbirtiDoctors were
uncommon, poorly equipped, and births occurred irstfmple pioneer cabin homes, for there
were not any hospital§ hus, theassistance at a birth by an older and experienced woman of
judgmentcalled a "midwife" was much sought. Esther Hester, wife of Matthelyserved as
midwife on many occasions, as recorded by New Y@enealogical and Biographidaecord,
from records of Rahway ar®lainfield (N.J.) Monthly Meeting of Friends (formerly held at
Amboyand Woodbridge).

For example, volume 5, pages 1885, New York Genealogical afgiographical
Record, an account is given follows:

Bunn, Hester, preent as midwife when her grandchild, Benjarbaofbourrow was
born, 1705, 1st month, 21st day, to John Loofboumod Hannah his wife.

Loofbourrows were recorded as Quakers. Records accordirgnch indicate that
Matthewt was not a Quaker. Whethermot Esthe(Hester) was of that faitis not
known.

Matthew and Brother and Sisters: (a)Children of Matthewd Esthér(Hester), born
in Boston, includeMatthew? /5, born June 9, 1659; Natharfidborn March 23, 1664,
andEsthef, born March 2, 1665.

Another of the name appears in Woadge, New Jersey, who wasidoubtedly the child of

Matthew and E$ter. This is strongly borne oirt the record othe birth of a child to Hannah
Loofbourrow, a daughter
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of Hestet Bunn. Possibly there was a Miles of this family.rfaie, however contends after
diligent study, that Miles was a son of Mattfet any rate the apparent ancestbtour line"
of Bunns was Mahew? and this is the particular famigncestry that this viter will pursue.

Matthewf, the oldest son in the family, married Sarah, posShah Miles. According
to French, /4 a daughter of John Miles of Ndawen, Connecticut who later came to
Elizabethtown, New Jersey. Sajamed Matthew in the signing of deed in the 1690's, but
nothing furthetas been found about her.

Matthew’ of Woodbridge, New Jersey, listed as Planter and boatnasnthe eldest son
of Matthew and Esthér(Hester) and since his fathiatthewt went to sea and failed to return,
Mattthew?, after a lapse ofears, was required by law to raise the questiopresumption of
deathof his father, since he died @dtate angroceed to settle the estatesoime 165 acres and
other properties. This was required by the lawrahogeniturethen a law of the Colony of
East New Jersey. Thuslatthewf son and heir executed without consideration other than
brotherlylove and affection, a deed to Nathafjiis only brother of recordEsther, his
mother, came in for her dowgghts and the sisters, Esthand Hannah were considered in
the settlement of the estate.

Perhaps to close the meager information known about the Matime\EstheérBunn
family other tharthat of Matthew, mention showd bemade of the fact that Mzanief was
apprenticed at the age of sixtegrars to Barnard Filder, a potter of Woodbridge, May 1, 1680.
LaterNathaniel is referred to as a pottésthef, the recorded daughtdsecame the wife of
Thomas Pike, a distinguished family, one of wheaty members was a General and another
the discoverer of Pikes Peak.

Hannakl, the other daughter, marmiénto the Quaker family of Lobburrow, friends of
General Lafayette as has been before mentioned.

Returning for a last glance and a summary of therds relating tdlatthewf; he was
born June 9, 1659, at Boston. The date of his deaihkisown. It probably occurred at
Woodbridge, New Jersey, the vicinitywhich he resided since he was about eight years old. In
the year 169his wife Sarah joinetlim in a deed. (Sarah apparently could not wfgeshe
made her mark) Matthe\vis recorded as being the father of fetildren, Sarah is presumed to
have been their mother. These childnare Miles, William3, Mary?, and Matthew

Miles® is recordechs having a family of seven children. His wifas Mary, he children
in order of their births were: Eurtigvary?, Saralt, Rhodd, Miles*, Nathaniet, and Williant.
Apparently this familywas Quakergr became Queers for they moved from Woodhige in
1721, and were not heard of in West New Jersey until in 1¥B®s? thenheld "Society
Lands" under leas@&lary is believed to have marri&enjamin Force, Sii. ReferenceCharles
N. French in unpublished data.

26



LIGHTING ANCESTRAL LAMPS

Replica of an Early Herb Garden

Perhaps the herb garden of Esther (Hester). wife of Matthew ("Skigant), and "herb"
doctor was very similar. Herbs were common in the typealy pioneer's garden. Only plants
useful in cooking and medicine were eaaged. Blooms were of secondary importance
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Matthew’ was a corporal in theav against Indians in Maine. Oertainty surrounds
whom he marriedyut indications are that he miad Elizabeth Smith. Reference Charlds.
French in unpublished data.

However, Williant is the third generation in America's ancedirad of our family.
Thus, this is the line that will be pursued from thisty past. Williand was probably born
about 1672, in Woodbridge. Hgparently mixedh public affairs atéast to some extent and
was reognized as a responsible citizen. One reference refers to William 8entieman he
is recorded as having witnessed wills at Woodbriddger@ and 1721. He was also one of a
committee selected taventorythe personal estate of John Robinson of Middlesex county,
April 25, 1705.He is also mentioned as one of the first settlers of PisagtandWoodbridge
1709 by Genealogist Mowette. He is recorded as havitigd December 5, 1730 (Archives of
New Jersey Wills).

From the Archives of New Jersey are the following additional f&¢iiam Bunn,
gentleman, will 1730, November 11; proved Decemhek730, Middlesex County, New Jersey.

Names wife Sarah, sister of John Langstaff of Piscataway; $aeptt 1710 Micajalf
1721, Sarajah1721, Ruberi 1723Reuben); Daughters: Ldi$725 Hannal1727 Jeart 1729-
all under age.

His will mentions land in Woodbridge; home farm on South Bran¢cheRahway
River and personal Progig. The above childrerra metioned. The will of his wife Sarah
(Langstaff) Bunn made after Williand'death enumerates same children; namely: (1) Jbseph
Bunn, mentioned inecords ®Burlington County, New Jerse{2) Micajatf Bunn, witnessed
will in 1748 at Woodbridge; (3Joshua Burth will 1775; (4) SarajghBunn,will 1775 ; (5)
Rubert (Reuben) Bunn, married June 18, 1744, at Woodbridgehel Place; (6) Ldts(7)
Hannalt; (8) Jeah

JoshudBunn, born inl712, purchased land in March, 1738, durieign of George II
of England, neaPennington, N.J. He had thelfaving children: (1) Jonath&nborn 1744,
only of that left issue; (2) Wilam®, a trader in the West Indieslied in Nova Scotia; (3)
Joseph, diedin Pennington, N.J.; (4) Deboramarried Nathaniel Temg, died young; (5)
Nathaniet, died youny.

An interesting account about Jonathaidest son of Joshtjasoldier in the Revolutionary

War and the old homestead of Joshladated a mile north of Pennington, New Jersey and
inherited by Jonathaappearsn the history of the Bunn Family Published by Romanzo Norton
Bunn of Chicago. Summing up the story, the house and farm weredeaapied by the

British Army as their headquarters. Jonathan avessted and taken before Lord Cornwallis for

a trial but le escapednprisonment by a fortunate accident. The home for more than a hundred
and fifty years carried several souvenirs of the visits of the red esatgll as many other

curios of the colonial time.
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Sarajali, fourth sonmentions wife Hannah in a will and childréfhomas, Sarajahwhowas
an enlisted man in the colonial military foraasl 758. He was a mason by trade.

The records of Josefirst son of Willian¥, and MicajaR, the secondon, are very
fragmentaryNothing is known of Loi$and HannahandJear other than the mere mention
that they were daughters of WillidnNevertheless, all of the above names occur amdcar
in following generations of Bunns scattered widely over America.

But Rubefi (Reuben)s the direct ancestor of Southern lllinois Butmsvhom is given
special emphasis in this study. RubBann (William?3, Matthewf, Matthew) was born at
Woodbridge, New Jergeabout 1723He probably esided in Dutchess County, NevorK,
about 1750 accdingto Charles N. French, research genealogist. William Benton Bufin, Sr.
father of the writer of this discourse, remembered a traditional ttarither his great
grandfather or greajreatgrandfather's name w&iiben (Reuben). This fact has beezaokd
that Reubehwas his greagreatgrandfather. Reub&married Rachel IBce, June 19, 1744, in
Woodbridge, New Jersey. Benjarifwvilliam® and Reubehare known tdhave been born to
this union. Names of other children, if any, are aefinitely known. However, one John Bunn
was an enlisted man Dutchess County, New York, militia under Col. Morris Graham, in the
Revolution. Joshua Bunn and Barnes Bunn were enlisted men afdBalLamb's Artillery,
second regiment in the Revolution. These maye been sons of Reuben. On the other hand,
they or some of them mdnave been nephews of Reuben. Barnes Bunn is shown by Stryker /6
to have also served in New Jersey. He was wounded in the Battle of Qkirladly. reports
disclose that he was transfertegthe pension department from Sussex County, New Jersey, to
Montgomery Countyindiana, in 1832.

However, tle Revolutionary War record of Williainson of Reubéthas been
discovered.

The following is a facsimile of the item proving the fact founcgage 809, Volume H
Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors.

"Bunn, William, New Jersey. Return of man enlisted in Continegitaly from Col.

John Cushings (2nd Plymouth Company) regiment, daggdember 1, 1778; residce,
New Jersey, enlisted frotown of Scituate Massachusetts; joined Captain Stephen
Sewel's Company; Col. Williarbee's regiment; enlistment 3 years. Reported mustered
out by Jameg&eonard, Muster Master." /7

The above WilliarABunn,born at Rahway or Woodbridge, N.J., sertlage years in
the Revolutionary War. After being mustered outrdterned to Eastiew Jersey. Later,
perhaps about798, he removetb Satilla, Pennsylvania. His wife was Ann Jaques. They were
buried atSatilla, Pa.
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Children ofWilliam® and Ann (JaqueBunn were: (1)Mary; (2) Nathaf; (3) Miles®; (4) AnrP

and Mose$ Nothing is known of Reubénthe son of ReubénNeither is there anfurther

information available abolRachel Place, wife of ReuberlReuben4 and Rachel PlaBenn

are drect ancestors of the numerdssuthern lllinois Bunn families.Fe first Benjamin,

Benjamir?, son ofReubefi and family's records are fairly clear. A further account offerisily

is given in Chapter 7.

/1 Number of geneations in America

12 Charles Frenchfrom unpublisied data. Charles Newton Frenoklative by marriage
to the Southrn Illinois Branch of the Bunfamily. Acknowledgment is mad# data
supplied by French fahis chapter.

/3 Ellis, History of the Bunn Family oAmerica, Chicago, published Blomanzo N.
Bunn, 1928.

14 Charles N. French, before mentioned in unpublished data.
/5 (a) Matthew?2 and otherssecondAmerican generation of the narBenn
/16 Stryker- a genealogist.

17 Reuben of the fourth American ganation.
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Chapter VI

AN INTERLUDE: INTERESTS OF COLONIAL
AND U.SA. ANCESTORS INTERLOCKED

For five rugged pioneering generations covering one hundred tfreatyears of
colonial history and a likperiod from the Declaration ¢fidependence down to the twentieth
century, the family bearing tteirname Bunywere a pioneering people. The male ancestors,
along withthe numerous maternal ancestofsownarried into the Bunn familyver this
relatively long formative p@od of America have carved aadmirable name for posterity to
review and ponder over.

As an avocation Charles N. French, Chicago lawyer and Bunn feesiarcher for the
greater part of his life, tried to unravel the historyhef English Bunni&rom the time the fist
ancestors landed in Ameriead through generation after generation until he could link them
into acomplete chain. He succeeded.

The work of French indicates that the current descendants efttlysAmerican family
can well be proud of the&incestors. They aret in the least unusual, but rather an ordinary,
dependable, trustworthgjoneering kind of peopletypical of those early families that made
America the kind of nation it is today.

Certainly the acts and services of the pioneensaijustly bemeasured without
considering their educational, social, and politgitlations, as well as their facilities for moral
business or politicadevelopment. These early people had/vey habits, tastes, and acties.
Their mental and physat characteristics were differenhdir struggles with each other varied,
and heir reverses and successethgir value among their fellow men.

These early people progressed in spite of their social, induatréheducational
disadvantages. Many ttiem were earnest, enthusiastiimming over with life, full of
energy, and confidence.

They were supposed to have largely come to America wheredldy worship as they
pleased. Once over here, however the economitve seemed frequently to havediatanced
the religious motiveThey had to make a livinigr themselves or give up in disace. Thushe
early pioneer soon spread out and left the relatively poor sthiedirst settled colonies and
searched in distant areas for cheapermartk ferile lands. Members of the Bunn family must
be included amonthis number. Distant pastures looked greener to a true pioneer.\Wéere
room for all in nature's primeval wilderness; thus the aggregmiogressive head of the
household was frequently oretmove, lookinglooking. A capable and industrious farmer with
initiative could ofterobtain hundreds of acres at a nominal cost, particularly if he could, by
settlement, draw a tany after him. For instance,déBunns of thdirst generation who settled

in southern lllinois, entered land directhpm the government at a cost of only $1.25 per acre.
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AN INTERLUDE

Here was the new&ldorado for them. The soil was fairly fertile, streams and springs were
abundant, timber was of first quality, adéer, wild turkey, partridgeend other game were
abundant. Even fishing was god@hce a location was established, the pioneer settled built a
humblecabin with the aid of neighboring settlers and a home frequently inilterness was
established. If hedth permitted and industrious hahpi®vailed, the pioneer was on his way
toward earning his mark in tihvéide open spaces.

Truly these early years were isolated and frequently rough. Weerdttle social
comfort and relaxation beyond what the sectutdenily might find in each other. But these
pioneer fathers of ours had stramgscles and stout hearts. They were devoted to their families,
theirhomes, and their work. There was little of elegance or polish imidg, or manner.
They were contenteget ambitious. They looked ftine rising sun on the morrow. They
sought comfort rather than luxuffhe mothers, grandmothers, and all the rest of the maternal
ancestorsvere equally brav@earted, industrious, and hopeful. They were deviotdideir
husbands, their families, and their homes. They worked étid, heart, and head, often
neglectinghealth for their husbands, athien, and homes. This made the mother in the home a
powerful influencgoward family affection and a great fact in the famigtigcess or
mediocrity. The pioneer men by and large, realized that they regalitation to make or keep.
Seldom were there drones or idlers. Pieneer had unbounded confidence in the future of
America, After theRevolutionary War, he ardently supportee republic that he often had
part in establishing. Later he allied himself with a political parhe pioneer Bunns were
strong in their convictions that it was thpnivilege and duty to vote. A pioneer was proud of
his people. He wagroud of thevastness of his country and the manner in which pdopie
everywhere came to settle in his great country.

Perhaps, however, he did not realize éa&n imagine the rapid and enmaus growth
of America that took place during the late colonial and psilutionary period. National pride
probably made him boastful. Keas aggressive; he had to be to live and get along. His motto
was: "OurCountry, right or wrong." He was cageous and hopeful, not quas@ine but
opinionated. He had but little and sdimees, no "book learning."

Some of the familybds f or bearoudxneithenreadnot oo many
write, particularly the maternal ancestors. Theggned @eds, wills and other valuable papers

with "their" mark, lut even ®, theypossessed sound judgmefihorse sense" as manytbem

called their reasoning.

Pioneers by and large were direct and practical. Frequentlgthdy express themselves
clearly, fluently, and forciblyipon all mattersvithin range of persona&xperienceThey could
prove their religiousloctrines, and sometimes their Political by Apostolic blowskaroatks,if
occasion demanded. The pioneer was a good tafl@rer Lacked fowords. "A fluent
speaker" was the comment mdgeanearly residentvhom thiswriter knew, about his
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LIGHTING ANCESTRAL LAMPS

great grandfather, a local Methodidinister. As a youngster this writer heard his father, who
had verylittle formal schoting, express himself in commity gatherings mosntelligently

and forcefully orpublic affairs of the day. Certainhe expressed himffemuch better than
those of a gneration or two latehat bad experienced the privilege of much more formal
educationatraining.

Why could they prform so nobl¢ The answer is clearthey weré'blue bloods'™
leaders. But because of the pioneer environnmewhich they lived, they lacked the
opportunity to extend their leadershgpowess but little further than their immediate
neighborhood. Theicharacter and hdagewas exceknt.

These pioneers over therduries were tenacious of thaghts, notquarrelsome but not
afraid to assert or defend them. Pioneers almvidbbut exception had no reverence for titles or
estates even though thérbearers were fregmtly endowed. A typicalipneer was ready for
any trade which wuld ketter the condibn of himself or his family. ldwas hospitable, a good
neighbor; helpful, sympathetic, open heargetj a generous friend ihe hour of sickness and
trouble.

The moreProgressive looked ahead' planned for tomorrow anthéyears ahead.
Eachyear, more acres were cleared and planted. ffeg@is were planted, home gardens grown;
herds and flocks becameeality. As these situations begarbiecome a reality, he norger
felt the anxiety for the future of his usual.ly rapidly increasing familyh@dad others ithe
community became successful, @tfirontiersmersettled in the neighborhood. Grist and saw
mills were setup; blacksmitthops started; farm houses whtdt with plastered walls and
windowsof glass. Taverkeepers, blacksmiths and artisans of every field weaxento the
community centers. At "cross roads" general stepeang up, and the comforts of homes
increased.

Religious societies were orgaazand meeting places establishEdcequetly there was
a yen amog the leadership, especially if they asuaime of their close ancestors had
experienced some "book learnitd,want to establish schools. eeaty folks wanted tle
next generatioto getan education in order that the oncoming men and women of the
community might "have it easiéiian they, and at the same timegvepared to keep up with
the fast moving world. The early schools wére u b s c r i padteischools. Toedcher ofi v
the oldschool mastetype boarded around among his sultess. Certainly they were very
elementary irtraining and thinking, but they were a step in the direatidiormal education.

Through privations and hardships, coupled with a determinatisancceed,Hese
pioneers brought for themselves and their familiediyidual success. Individual successes,
when banded togetheébroughtcommunity devlpment and success. This is the crude and
pairful manner through which our Amea grew and developed duringttenturies of
necessary pioneering.
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AN INTERLUDE

Our people, the Bunns, and the numerous mateandliés over thgenerations who
married into the Bunn familywere not the high brass, except in rare instancesath#rrfoot
soldiers who helpeduildAme r i ca. These ol dtemeiagfaibtd dolenmle d
ti mes can r ifgnhlieslofynotdd'.eCertaielyhein eitblesore, preservingand
successful records constitute aldbnge to theinumerous descendantsdo treir best.

And now, let's review &st of the clan who serveid the RevolutionaryVar ard also
learn more abduhose ancestors who lived duringstbreat struggle for freedom and the long
and interesting period thédllowed.

John Charles Burir{Harrisor?¥, Solomori, Benjamiff, Benjamin, etc.) copied from the
records dthe Congressional Library WashingtonD. C., a list of those Burs who serveth
the Continental army betwedine years 1757 and 1783. This list follows:

Thomas Bunn, 1757Conn.

BarnesBunn, 1775 New Jersey

Paul Bunn, 1775 to I783Middletown, Conn.
Jacob Bunn, Sgt.,7¥5- New York

Jacob Bunn, Private, 177%ew York

Jom Bunn, Corporal, 1775New York
John Bunn, Private, I'B/- New York

John Bunn, Private, 1775New York
Joshuaunn, Prinate, 1775 New York
Nathaniel Bunn, PrivateBrookfield, Mass.
Samuel BunnPrivate- Brookfield, Mass.
Nathaniel Bunn, PrivateRekoboth Mass.
*William Bunn, Private New Jersey

* William was a brother of Benjantin
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CHAPTER VI

The Story of Benjamin
of Poughkeepsie, New York

For many years the acme of any information about the parents or brothers or sisters of
Reverend Benjamin, /1 the patriarmhthe Southern lllinois Bunns remained a mystery.
Members of previous generations who were acquainted with Benjamin of Poughkeepsie and his
family had long ago died. However, Arley Earl Bétr{Joseph Harrisorf, Solomon,
Benjamir?, Benjamir?, etc.) became intenseiyterested in his family history amgenealogy
during the nineteen hundred twenties. In his searches for family ancestral inforheation
located a record of the Bemir? of Poughkeegie family history written by Aardhp
(Benjamir?, Benjamir?). This record was found with the aidladra Landyraver Baird, grand
daughterof Aarohi n her parentsd6 home at Ol ney, 11 ino
record was made by Charles N. French, Chicago family researcher. A copy is included on the
following page.

This record is perhaps the mosiwable early individual record of Bunns that has been
preserved in writing. Not only the usual information otis and deaths appear, but in
addition,names of places and explanatory phrases are shown connecting Benjiimin
numerous descendants. Tkaro Arley Earl Bunn for his alertness and thoughtfulness in
preserving this record.

Benjamir?, designated of Poughkeepsie, son of Rfpafilliam?®, Matthew, Matthew,
was born in MiddleseCounty,New Jersey, about 174(¥42. He married Elizabeth, probably
Elizabeth Seely, daughter of Ephraim Seely. The Archives of Neey]&sries I, Vol. 22,
page 411 gives an account of the Will of Eplarin Seely. The will mentions'daughter
ElizabetlR, andhome, farm, and mills"At any rate, the first child born to this union was a
daughte, "who lived but a few monthsThe fcond child was Seélya son born August 1,
1765, Poughkeepsiblew York. This is further proof that Benjamitigife's maiden namevas
Seely. Frequently the eldest doore the maiden name of the mother, especially during that
current historical period. Si€ became a Methdist minister of considerable renown. A further
account of his life will be given later in this chaptehebé, third child,was born August 10,
1768, in the old home county the New Jersey Bunns, Middlesex. This cygumas located in
that of the state known as "East Jerdegin the earliest colonial dayBhe next four children,
Miles®, born Juy 17, 1771 Deborali, bornOctober 10, 1773; Margafeborn August 23.

1775; and Mar}; bornNovember 26, 1777 , were all born in the Pennsylvania wilderness in the
present county of Huntingdon, probablyan&altillo. According tdrench, Benjamihwas a
member 6a colony thatvent to Pennsylvaniduntingdon County, to mine and midad for
revolutionary bullets
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